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EXETER MGOC AGM

8™ JANUARY 2008

The above meeting will take place at the Ley Arms at 8 p.m. on

8 January 2008. As the present committee will be standing down,all
positions are open for nominations. In the case of the Newsletter

Editor, the position of the Editor Elect, Brian Howitt will need to be confirmed
to enable him to continue to compile future issues of the newsletter.

K.Saunders.
Committee Chairman.

Newsletter Editor:

lan Craig is giving-up the Editor post from Jaryuaext year, after very

successfully designing and compiling the formés ih today. | am sure everybody
will join me in thanking him for all his efforts ev the past few years and | sincerely
hope we continue to see him at club nights. Alsast thank him for his patience and
time in teaching me how to compile the Newslettapologise in advance for any
'dodgy’ formats or spelling mistakes !

Let me introduce myself to you, Brian Howitt frd@ullompton.
Contact: Tel 01884 34109: email brian.howitt. @hatmoam .

A plea for articles, holidays, experiences with MG5 or just a short piece about
your car with a photo. We have around 80 members irthe club, it would be
good to know who drives what, where and for how log ?



Hi All,

By this time you should be well over the New Yeam& the new season.
Reading the EMG magazine this month, there seers lots to do.
All areas are actively doing their bit & there atenty of runs & outings for us
to do this year. But before we go any further, westrmention our Christmas
party bash at the Cockhaven Manor. Again anothgersaight with a good
selection on the menu, party poppers, bangergdral & plenty of wine
courtesy of your club. Everything went with a bamgh “rocket balloons”
flying in all directions, in between courses! Aftuffing turkey & Christmas
pud, we all enjoyed the disco & the bar til midriigh

We have not put together our events calendar fsryiar yet, this will be done
at the AGM this month, but we do have one dateydur diary.

SUNDAY 29" JUNE, MOOR “n” MOOR on the DEVON CLASSIC RUN.

A tour twixt 2 Moors, starting from Bovey Traceyf&ishing at Wheddon
Cross on Exmoor for a cream tea. There are somerriimgs still to arrange,
but these will be finalised in due course. On S8’ June there will be a
welcome dinner/dance, again depending on numbers.

We are now looking for club members to volunteeoriganise one event each
over the next 12 months. This will make thingsteelasier for us & help the
club to be more active. We will try to put togetlaediary for the next 12 months
of interesting activities & places to visit, souyall know what's happening

& where we are going well in advance. To be abldd this, we need members
to actively participate. If we can allocate jusemuting/event to each
member/members to organise this year, this wilb lyelur club a lot.

Just a quick thank you to Neil & Trish for the N&®ar Treasure Hunt.

It was very good of them to open their premiseh&vg us some splendid
hospitality.

We hope everybody enjoyed it

Happy Motoring, Roger & Pat



Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday at the Ley AKaan at 8 pm

Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 2338 or email:
rogernpat@mgdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details ofray of the below.

Tues. January”BAGM at Ley Arms from 8pm.

Fri. 258" — Mon 28" April. Cricket St. Thomas Inter-regional Weekend.
Seewww.1020mg.org.ulor tel: Sue Fenton on 01621 817436

Sun. June®l Hereford Mountains & Valleys

Sun. June'8 Gloucester Cotswold Caper.

Sat 28' & Sun. 29" June. Exeter Moor "n” Moor on the Devon ClassiaRu
August TBA Canonteign Falls.

5" 6" & 7" Sept. Bristol Brunel run.

Exeter MG Owners Club Newsletter.

The newsletter is available on-lineeatetermgoc.co.uk

New tyres

Some time ago | wrote about our sizes of tyreoforMG's disappearing from the marketplace as ever
bigger diameter wheels with "elastic bands" appe@anew cars. Worry not - we have been saved by
global warming! In their search for low rolling ieence and high mpg, manufacturers

are turning towards skinny tyres on town cars &ad will suit us just fine. VW's new

Bluemotion Polo, for example, is fitted with 1651R tyres.

So panic over folks.

Roger L



CHRISTMAS 2007—Cockhaven Manor



Why does anyone work in Planning? | work in a Cocihplanning department and | don’t know
either — all | know is that this rings very true

In the year 2006, the Lord came unto Noah, whomeas living in England and said “
| see your country has become wicked and over-pipdland | see the end of all flesh before me.
Build another Ark and save two of every living thiralong with a few good humans”.

He gave Noah the drawing, saying “You have 6 months to build the Ark before
| will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights”

Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his yard — but
no Ark.

“Noah!” he roared, “I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?”

“Forgive me Lord,” begged Noah “but things have changed. | need Building
Regulations Approval because the Ark was over 30m2. I've been arguing with
the Fire Brigade about the need for a sprinkler system.

My neighbours claim that | should have obtained planning permission prior to
building the Ark in my garden because it is development of the site; even though
in my view it is a temporary structure, but the roof it too high. | had to appeal to
the Secretary of State for a decision.

The Local Area Access Group complained that my ramp was going to be too
steep and the inside of the Ark wasn't fully accessible. Then the Department
of Transport demanded a bond to be posted for the future costs of moving
power lines and other overhead obstructions to clear a passage for the Ark’s
route to the sea. | told them that the sea would be coming to us but they
wouldn't hear of it.

Getting the wood was another problem. All the decent trees have Tree

Preservation Orders on them and we live in a Site of Special Scientific Interest

set up in order to protect the Spotted Owil. | tried to convince the environmentalists that |
needed the wood to save the owls — but no go.

When | started gathering the animals, the RSPCA sued me. They insisted that
| was confining wild animals against their will. They argued that the
accommodation was too restrictive and that it was cruel and inhumane to put
so many animals in a confined space.

Then the County Council, the Environment Agency and the Rivers Authority ruled that |

couldn’t build the Ark until they'd conducted an Environmental Impact Study on your proposed
flood.

(Continued on next page...... )



Then the County Council, the Environment Agency and the Rivers Authority ruled that
| couldn’t build the Ark until they’d conducted an Environmental Impact Study on

your proposed flood.

I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal Opportunities Commission on

how many ethnic minority people I'm supposed to hire for my building team. The
trades union say | can’t use my sons. They insist that | have to hire only CCCS -
accredited workers with Ark building experience.

To make matters worse, the Customs and Excise have seized all my assets, claiming I'm
trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species.

So forgive me Lord but it would take at least 10 years for me to finish this Ark”.
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine and a rainbow stretched across
the sky. Noah looked up in wonder and asked “Does this mean Lord that you are
not going to destroy England after all?”.

“No” said the Lord. “The Government has already beaten me to it”

Happy New Year to you all and enjoy your MG's in 2008

Roger Luscombe.

In closing .........

A man is driving along in a thunderstorm. His windscreen wiper breaks off, so he stops at a
garage to get another one:

‘ Excuse me, could you give me a windscreen wiper for my MG ? *

The shopkeeper answers, * Absolutely—that sounds like a good deal to me.’

Did you know ?

The M25 is the biggest ring road in the world and the most expensive motorway ever built in
Britain....so far !

Again...... please send me articles and photo'sonyou r MG’s.
Brian Howitt.

Editor (in-training)



Club Officers

Area Secretary Roger & Pat Mayo
Treasurer Trish Room-Doubleday
Committee Chairman Keith Saunders
Membership Secretary Mike Burston

01395 233848
01626 834824
01626 775833
01404 43509

Social Secretary Barbara Wooster 01395 514446
Quartermaster Neil Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster 01395 514446
River Exe Rally Tim Hallam 01803 326294
Editor (In-training) Brian Howitt 01884 34109
email brianhowitt@hotmail.com
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