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Hola! And indeed hello to all at the Exeter MG owners club. As we start a new year, which we all hope
will bring less inclement weather and a whole lot more open top action, we also start a new era with a

new club committee. Whilst some of our esteemed committee have remained in place, some have
stepped back to take a well-earned break and hopefully to have more time to enjoy their club with less

time to worry about the running of it. These are people, who not only helped to build our towering
club, but also helped it to remain a prominent peak in what is MG England and to these glistening souls

we give thanks whilst looking forward to seeing them once again carry the MG banner.
For now though, it is my honour to receive the chair’s baton and carry it forward until such a time as
the next sweaty palm is ready to grasp it firmly and carry it to infinity and beyond, or at least for a

while. This, sadly means we no longer have the chairmanship of someone we have held on so high a
pedestal that you could hardly make him out and left with one who most will only know as “What’s his

face” but under the guidance and knowledge learned from Keith Saunders, I, Tim “What’s his face”
Hallam will endeavour to carry that baton in the way it should be carried. Therefore, I am sure the club

would like to all join me in thanking you, Keith, for your skilful and steady guidance for the last 5
years and look forward to your evening run in the summer.

We also saw the resignation of our long serving membership secretary Mike Burston who will be
missed as a prominent committee member but is to be re-chiselled in the most glorious form of Keith
Truscott, who will undoubtedly fill Mike’s magical shoes. I myself also resigned the River Exe Rally

Liaison post to be replaced by Roger and Pat Mayo, who seem to be doing an awful lot at the moment.
So, if there is any one wandering around their lounge contemplating when to start the spring-cleaning,

save yourself and offer your allegiance to the Moor’n’Moor Run because dusting is bad for the soul. As
many already know, our very own thespian man in tights has relinquished his editorial position in order
to further his passion on the glittering stage to thrill and amaze as he has his club for many entertaining
memories. So roll in like a cumulus nimbus ball of cotton from stage left as we give you the one and
only Brian Howitt, already as settled as spring drizzle in March yet as sunny as a Beach Boy’s shirt,

doing the newsletter the justice set by his mentor Ian Craig.
As I appear to digress and therefore “swift” suddenly becomes the latest buzz word, thanking all those
other committee members electing to remain in post, who’s names are etched in our hearts as well as
the final page of this newsletter, is something that cannot, but must, be dealt with in one all endearing

word? So answers on a postcard and the winner gets a “Fandabbydozy” prize!
Enjoy your MG, I mean, it’s practically family – Tim xxx



Secretary’s Slot:-

Hi All,

Well, the weather has as yet not been up to much & we haven’t taken our MG out since we came back
from Ireland. Even our New Year Treasure Hunt saw us in the Mondeo. It was very good of Neil &
Trish to organise the day & open their business premises for coffee & biscuits at the start. Ten MG’s
set off touring around Haytor, Hound Tor, Bowerman’s Nose & Lustleigh Cleave hunting for the clues
that had been set for us. The weather stayed dry although a bit grey. Some of the lanes were a bit soggy
& Neil & Trish must have tried exceptionally hard finding the muddy bits! Well done to everybody that
came. We finished at The Kestor Inn at Manaton where we had a lovely Sunday lunch. The hunt was
won by Rodney & Judith Booker, who have the honour of setting our Midsummer treasure hunt. This
will be on the nearest Sunday to the 22nd June we think? So, well done, & thanks to Neil & Trish.

The 8th of January, our AGM. We were disappointed in the attendance of only 28 members, but we
know there has been a lot of sickness & flu about, so we expect that was the reason. We did manage to
get all the club business done & again formed a club committee.

A list of those volunteers are as follows.
Chairman: Tim Hallam.
Area Secretary: Ourselves
Treasurer: Trish Room-Doubleday
Membership: Keith Truscott
Editor: Brian Howitt.
Social: Barbara Wooster
Regalia/Archives: Paul Wooster
Quartermaster: Neil Room-Doubleday
Website: Lyn Drew

Our thanks go to Keith Saunders who stepped down as Chairman & MikeBurston as
Membership Secretary for their sterling work over the last few years.

Some of you may have seen our advert in EMG for the Moor”N”Moor Classic Run on 29th

June. Bookings are now coming in. As this run is limited to 100 cars, we would
recommend you book early. You can find a booking form & information on your club
website www.exetermgoc.co.uk There will also be booking forms available at club nights. We
shall be requiring marshals on the day, so if you think you can help, please let us know.
We now have a full calendar for 2008 & thank you to those members who have volunteered to
organise an outing. If you are one of these volunteers, please remember to let us have
details, start time & meeting place at least 2 months before to enable us to include it in
dates for your diary in both EMG & our own newsletter.
That’s all for now, drive safely

Roger & Pat



Exeter Area Club Cars .

The first car to be featured in the newsletter belongs to Geoff Stevens from
Crediton.
A 1978 MGB GT in Brooklands Green, Geoff might be the only member in
the club who owns a local car ?  The registration ADV 468T, the car was
purchased new from Wadham Stringer of Newton Abbott in August 1978 by
a Mr Wreford of Exeter. It has since had 3 owners including Geoff, the car
has all the original paperwork of all work carried out on the car including the first
warranty.
In February 2007 the Rubber bumpers were changed to Chrome bumpers and new
alloy wheels were fitted in May 2007.

Thank you  Geoff for your contribution, PLEASE can we have more
contributions from members, new or (of many years in the club) and get some
communication going ?

Brian Howitt
Editor
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Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday at the Ley Arms Kenn at 8 pm

            Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 233848 or email:
rogernpat@mgdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details of any of the below.

February:-
Tues 12th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

Sun 24th. Keith and Judy’s Sunday Mystery jaunt and lunch. Meet at
Dartmoor Lodge, Pear Tree cross roads at Ashburton for coffee 1030 hrs.

March:-
Tues 11th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

Sun 23rd (Easter Sunday). Meet South Staffs MGOC who are holidaying in Torquay.
A run over Dartmoor for lunch and/or cream tea. (TBA). Meet at Stover Country Park
(signposted), off the A38 at Trago Mills, 1030 for
1100 hrs start.

April:-
Tues 8th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

Sun 13th. Run to the Eden Project in Cornwall, £11pp discounted. For
further details ring Trish and Neil on  01626 834824 after 5pm.

25th-28th. Inter-Regional MG event at Cricket St. Thomas. £225pp. Contact Sue
Fenton on 01621 817436.

May:-
Tues 13th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

TBA Tim and Heidi’s Sunday outing and lunch.



KIT CARS AT WESTPOINT.

The Great Western Kit and Car Builder Show held annually at Westpoint provides a national
focus point for both kit car and sports car enthusiasts. The 2007 event held over two days last
November, continued the excellent tradition of the show featuring manufacturers from
throughout the UK. With the absolute sparkling selection of cars
on display it was difficult to select a short list of favourites that could (in dreams)
adorn my garage.
It was possible the handful of Ferrari red replicas that immediately caught the eye, all you
need is a Toyota MR2 donor car, a few grand for the new panels and plenty of spare time!
Another favourite of mine, mainly due to the fact that I like air cooled
Beetles were a couple of Porsche 356 replicas, quite indistinguishable from the real thing to
my untrained eye. A quick look around the car park found another three or
four, all interestingly taxed as Volkswagens according to their tax discs. In addition
numerous  companies displayed specials that were much akin to the ubiquitous
Lotus. The all seemed to display the yellow nose in the Lotus Seven tradition.
Mechanicals were varied, motor cycle engines in the cars are gaining popularity and included
the Honda Firebird 900cc unit and the Suzuki Hyabusa 1300cc. Often
coupled to 6 speed sequential gearboxes  for high revving performance. Meanwhile
the outside arena featured the Neil Porter Superbike Stunt show and a demonstration by a
tyre smoking Westfield Sport, similar in appearance to a Lotus Seven.
The company markets factory built, complete and module kits. Nearby various car
club stands showed a variety of cars, including a sole MG in the shape of a red TC,
although a  selection of F and TF�s adorned the car park.

All in all a good mornings entertainment.
Keith Saunders.



NEW YEAR’S TREASURE HUNT—Sunday 6th January 2008.

Arranged by Neil and Trish,
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This was found in a Motoring magazine dated 1970 and
costing 25/- ( £1-25p in new money) by Neil and Trish.

Is it them sitting in the car ?



EXETER AREA MGOC

MINUTES - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007

LEY ARMS, TUESDAY 8 th JANUARY 2008

Attendance:  There were 27 members of the club present including the Regional Secretary
Mr. T. Hipwell.

Apologies:  Apologies for absence were received from B and P Wooster.
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming members. He then drew the attention of the
meeting to the work put in to the club by the individual committee members and thanked them
for their hard work. He then played tribute to Roger and Pat Mayo – in the role as Area
Secretary. The Chairman then made mention of the fact that besides the committee, many
members contributed to various events to ensure the success of the club, including those who
helped make the River Exe an undoubted success under the leadership of Tim and Heidi
Hallam. The Chairman then thanked the members for their attention.

Matters Arising:  The Chairman addressed the matter of the Club Website and was pleased
to report that during this period it had been developed and was up and running.  Increasingly
members were using it and he hoped that in the future the club would make more use of the
website.  Particular thanks were given to James Drew who had set this up and manages it for
us.
Reports : The Regional Secretary, the Treasurer and the Area Secretary then each took the
floor in turn and provided their reports.

·  Mr Hipwell congratulated the club on the last 12 months and was pleased to see that
the website project had progressed so well and was now up and running.  He praised
the club on its weekend event in the summer and was looking forward to another
successful event in 2008.

·  Mrs Room – Doubleday provided a summary of the accounts and said that overall,
the club funds had a total loss of £45.51, however as the River Exe had generated
£758.97 for the club, there was still a relatively healthy credit at bank.  She identified
the savings to the club because of the Newsletter being sent electronically and that a
Donation of £500 had been given to the local charity – Torbay Hospital Radio, from
the proceeds for the Rive Exe event.

·  Mr Mayo gave a summary of the club and individual activities that members had
undertaken over the last year, including the club “holiday” to Southern Ireland.  He
reminded members to let the committee know when they were going off on national
and other runs, so that we could coordinate a potential group from Exeter to travel
together if they so wished.  He thanked members for their support over the last 12
months and looked forward to the coming year.

The club thanked the Chairman for all his hard work, enthusiasm and commitment to the club
in his role as Chair over the years.



Election of 2008 committee.
Following the resignation of the Committee and the Chairman, Mr. Hipwell took the chair.
The new committee Chairman Mr. T. Hallam was proposed by N. Room-Doubleday and
seconded by K. Saunders. There being no other nominations T. Hallam was elected as
Chairman.
The following were then appointed to the committee there being no other nominations:-

Area Secretary:  Mr. R. Mayo. P by K. Saunders and S by W. Gawn.

Treasurer :  Mrs. Room-Doubleday. P by N. Room-Doubleday and S by H. Hallam.

Membership Secretary:  Mr. K. Truscott. P by P. Room-Doubleday and S by H. Hallam.

Social Secretary:   Mrs. B. Wooster. P by K. Saunders and S by M. Burston

Regalia Secretary and (also for this year) Club Arc hivist:  Mr. P. Wooster. P by M.
Burston and S by T. Hipwell

QM: Mr. N. Room-Doubleday. P by T. Hipwell and S by H. Hallam

Editor:  Mr. B. Howitt.  P by P. Room-Doubleday and S by G. Hipwell

R.Exe (Liaison):   Mr. R. and Mrs. P. Mayo.  NB linked to role of Area Secretary for this year.
Date confirmed as Run on Sunday 29th June 2008 with a dinner / dance on the Saturday night
beforehand and possible leisure run / activities available on the Saturday as well.

Mr. Mayo then made arrangements for club runs during 2008 as follows:

Feb -  Truscotts
March - TBC
April - Room – Doubleday
May - Hallams
June - Club weekend / Mayos
July - Powderham and Branscombe shows
August - Canonteign Falls
Sept – Burstons and Bristol Run
Oct – Hipwells
Nov - Drews
Dec - TBC

There then followed an Open Forum, topics discussed included:
·  Email reminder to be sent to members to remind them of monthly club run
·  Committee to decide which charity would be chosen for this year
·  How to attract and keep new members
·  Improved use of website and having a dedicated person – ideally the editor – to liaise

with web designers
·  Email reminder when Newsletter available and clarity over Diary Update procedure
·  Word changes on Moor ‘N’ Moor Devon Classic Run booking form
·  Possible run on Easter Sunday to be organised for South Staffs club staying in S.

Devon

The next committee meeting to take place at 7.30 p.m. Tuesday 5th February 2008 at the Ley
Arms.
The meeting closed at approx 9.30p.m.
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Club Officers
Area Secretary Roger & Pat Mayo 01395 233848
Treasurer Trish Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Committee Chairman Tim Hallam 01803 326294
Membership Secretary Keith Truscott 01626 334903
Social Secretary Barbara Wooster 01395 514446
Quartermaster Neil  Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster 01395 514446

Editor                           Brian Howitt                           01884 34109
 email brianhowitt@hotmail.com


