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HINTS & TIPS

Dear reader,

Following the relentless ear bashing from politicians and papers on the subject of the
recession and the credit crunch I’ve come up with this money saving tip – 1. Take the long
thing that looks like an extended toilet roll inner from the nearly finished last roll of Christmas
paper. 2. Drive 16 knitting needles halfway through the last 6 inches of it at intervals of 7 mm
and alternate right angles. 3. Dip the tips of the needles in acid. 4. Take your new homemade
toy and repeatedly beat the next person who mentions the words credit crunch or recession
until they promise to just shut up or they wet themselves. You can of course use it for a
multitude of jobs around the house (i.e. fly swatter, drain clearing and back scratcher). Revel
in the fact that in making it you saved money because you wasted 20 minutes finding the
parts instead of financially overindulging by buying things you really don’t need at your local
shops. So that’s my tip for the day and a great place for me to either shut up about it or
indeed wet myself. PS. That bit of Christmas paper that was left on the roll, don’t throw it
away as it will come in handy next year.

This year started fantastically with Jerry and Marie’s treasure hunt. They really worked hard
on the event and have set a very high standard for the rest of us to try and follow. For those
who missed out there is a more detailed account following but you really had to be there to
fully take in all its splendour. So thanks to you both for a great day.
The January club night saw Scott and Kevin giving a super talk on the AA with helpful hints
and history about the association. They handled the talk in a fun and informal way making the
whole thing easy to listen to and an enjoyable evening’s entertainment. It turns out that Kevin
has an MGB and may well get the chance to sit the other side of the table at a club night if his
job allows, as he is interested in joining us. We hope to have more speakers following in their
footsteps over the next year and our thanks go out to them both for their time and effort on the
subject.

The February run has been cancelled due to a small hick-up and with the weather being a tad
inclement. It was deemed best but hope the rest go as planned and if there is someone out
there who would like to do Octobers run please see a member of the committee as soon as is
humanly possible. The details for future runs and rallies can be found in the dates for your
diary.
It was great to see Les and Sandra out in their GT making the most of what turned out a
reasonable day (by recent standards). Sadly we were in a Renault which if even noticed
probably made them think ‘is that woman waving or just trying to get out’ as we passed on our
way home from a pleasant but chilly dog walking trip. We look forward to seeing more MG’s
out as the weather smartens but until the next time –

Drive carefully – Tim

DISCLAIMER- The above invention (The Recession Buster) is totally fictitious (made up) and never
intended for production. The inventor (he who made it up) can therefore take no responsibility for any
mishaps, miss-insertions or accidents resulting from any tomfoolery attached to the making of this
device. FOR OVER 18’S ONLY. FOR EXTERNAL USE ONLY, ALWAYS READ THE LABEL AND
HAVE THE BILL PAYER’S CONSENT.



Jerry & Marie’s New Year treasure hunt.

A dozen or so stood silently waiting with their horses quiet, their master’s spoke excitedly
about all manor of things but without taking their eyes off the prize. The bond between them
was strong but the goal was to win and to win well, this was how it started but how would it all
end that day.
The MG treasure hunt has always been a well followed event and the prestigious shield would
pretty even the grandest of mantelpieces, but who was to take the spoils? Jerry & Marie
Handyside had set the game, all that remained was for the players to fight it out until the bitter
end. Well, maybe not so much fight it out but more to enjoy a great trip and help each other
out with the odd clue when you had found an answer others had missed, but all in the spirit of
things.
We left Bovey Tracey with our engines throbbing like a teenager’s heart on their first date. We
headed (all be it not as the crow flies) towards the bottom of the Teign Valley and streaked up
it like rampant salmon racing to spawn, twisting and turning through its curving roads. Before
we knew where we were,  Dunsford had come and gone and we were destined for the ancient
town on Moretonhampstead. The questions flew thick and fast from the co-pilot generally
unanswered by the tunnel visioned driver with no spare energy to multi-task (given that most
of the drivers were men this was no surprise as multi-tasking rarely comes naturally).
After hitting Dartmoor like a speeding arrow we stumbled upon a brace of ‘B’s stopped mid-
road whilst their drivers gazed into the distance at two stags disappearing over the hill before
firing up and continuing the task. The ensuing roads led us down from the moor skirting
Ashburton and taking us to Buckfast where we finally laid down the gauntlet with our answer
sheets, each and every one of us confident of success and securing the trophy. Jerry and
Marie the designers, producers and finally adjudicators counted the answers and announced
after our super carvery that the couple with the top score, therefore the king and queen of the
prom were Tim & Georgie Hipwell. Whilst we congratulated them both emphatically, there
may have been both envy and a certain amount of ‘that could have been us’ in our voices.
This led us all back to our trusty steeds and home with a great feeling of warmth in our hearts,
although with the roof down it was just a tad on the chilly side. So, many thanks to Jerry and
Marie for a treasure hunt to remember and an introduction to yet more roads we had no idea
even existed.



    

NOTICE BOARD

NEW FOREST WEEK- END: 27th Feb – 2nd Mar 2009.
All those wishing to go to Lyndhurst please telephone the Ormonde Hotel direct, quoting
Exeter MGOC and pay a non re-fundable deposit of £55 per person, telephone number 023
8028 2806. Web site www.ormondehouse.co.uk. The hotel is holding eleven en-suite rooms for
those who have requested to come, if you have not provisionally booked with Barbara, but
wish to go, please contact Neil or Trish on 01626 834824 after 6pm.

FOLD-UP BENCH. If a club member require such a bench the club have a few available and
are free to anyone who can collect. Please contact any committee member for further details.

SPEAKER’S AT CLUB NIGHTS. Does anybody know of any ‘interesting speakers’ that would
be willing to address the club at club night. If so, please contact Tim or Neil.

HOLIDAY IN BRITTANY: I am offering my French cottage as a holiday let to Exeter MG
members. I do not let it out commercially but try to cover some of the standing
charges only. It is situated in a quiet rural hamlet some 50 miles south of
Roscoff with excellent empty MG roads. Accommodation is 2 bedrooms with all
facilities including bikes for exploring. For this year only, there is an
introductory cost of £150 per week or £250 for two weeks. Further details
and pictures from me by e-mail at rogerlus@tiscali.co.uk or phone 01392
460985.

                                               CLUB REGALIA

DEVON GREEN (CLUB COLOUR) POLO SHIRT                                       £10.00
            AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT

VARIOUS COLOURS OF POLO SHIRT                                                      £15.00
            AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT
            SHIRTS CAN ALSO HAVE YOUR NAME ADDED FOR A SMALL FEE       £ 3.00

            ASSORTED BASEBALL CAPS IN VARIOUS COLOURS                             £ 7.50

            LAPEL BUTTON BADGES                                                                            £ 3.00

            SPARE WINDSCREEN STICKERS                                                               £1.00

           MANY OTHER ARTICLES AVAILABLE SO FOR DETAILS SEE

PAUL WOOSTER – REGALIA SECRETARY.



A Girl’s tale and her MGB

Having reached my teenage years in the sixties and my first boyfriend being an apprentice
mechanic, I developed a passion for cars. I fell in love with the Lotus Europa as its design
was so different from most sports cars.

Needless to say no way could I have hoped to own any sports car let alone a Lotus. The”B”
was an eye catching car, along with the e type and the 280 merc.

My first car was in fact a 1962 mini with a push button starter, lots of chrome to polish, lovely!
It cost the princely sum of twelve pounds; well it was old at eight!

Among other cars I had a1969 Capri, again with lots of chrome.

Then rubber bumpers came in.

Not nearly so nice to look at no matter how practical.

So back in Sept 05, teenage years long gone, I talked my husband into buying me a “B”, an
affordable classic. My only stipulation was it had to have an early reg and chrome bumpers.

Our search began. We started looking at various cars and prices and decided that as we
didn’t have any knowledge of mechanics (I am more capable than him) we would be better
finding a car that had already been restored and was rust free.

We found one at a garage that had been recommended by the mgoc, they were selling it for a
customer. It had actually got a heritage shell so definitely no rust. Although not an “original” it
would suit us better.

Having collected it one Saturday morning, me with a big grin on my face, it promptly broke
down on the way home. One new radiator later it continued to break down the plugs got
covered in oil it also kept overheating.

As it turned out it had been sold as an un-leaded engine and it wasn’t. How long it had been
run on the wrong fuel I don’t know. Luckily the whole engine had not seized.

I have now had the engine re-built with an unleaded head by a brilliant mechanic who knows
old cars and have had the original fan re-installed alongside the Kenlowe.

It has taken a bit of time but at last I can drive her without worrying.

It now sports chrome wires instead of rusting painted wheels so it looks pretty too!

I belong to the Exeter MGOC, and try to attend as many runs as we are able. Unfortunately
due to a long standing prior commitment I am unable to attend the Tuesday meetings.

Recently we attended the Gloucester run through the Cotswolds, what a lovely day out!

We also came on the moor to moor run with the Exeter gang, again a super day out; even if
the weather was not too kind, a bit chilly and dull. (see picture taken at Porlock Hill)

I don’t know who gets the most pleasure from her, my husband (who has to ask to drive it) or
the dog who stands by it in the garage resting his head on the door, hoping I will take him for
a ride…. which I often do.

I love the sound of her engine, the grumble is just wonderful. When the sun is out you can’t
beat a slow amble through the lanes.



Me? “I love my “B”

Regards Dee

PS. My hubby Steve and I are now sporting our first ever “his and hers” items of clothing in
the form of the new club polo shirts.

(They wash beautifully by the way ladies!).

Ed: Thanks very much for the story Dee, come on members lets hear the stories on your cars ?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXETER MGOC HOLIDAY TO FRANCE 2009.

Our holiday to France is now fully organised & booked for the week Fri. 29th May to Sat 6th

June. We have reserved 3 adjoining gites in their own grounds with full facilities & secure
parking in Moreac near Locmine in SW Brittany (about 16 miles S of Pontivy). 5 couples will
be going & we have 2 spare bedrooms available if any other members would like to join us.
The costs are as follows: £123 per couple for the week plus return ferry fare from Plymouth to
Roscoff. We have been quoted £278 for the return trip with a 2 berth cabin on the Friday night
outward journey (this is with Owners in France discount).

If you would like further information or to reserve a place, contact Roger & Pat on 01395
233848 or catch us at club night.
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The 9 MGs that have "worn" the number 4600 MG.

In 1970 I spotted an old Ford Anglia 105E with the plate on it. The car was sat in a driveway
and didn't move for months, every time I approached the owner he said he was waiting to get
the car roadworthy again. I turned up one day with £50 in brand new pound notes (remember
those?) and he succumbed.

A bit of tinkering and about £15 of spares and I got the Ford through its MOT, transfered the
plate onto my MGC and sold the Ford for £100 - result!!!!

Regtransfers Ltd value it at £3000 but I will never part with this plate and most MG owners
know me by it. It really came into its own when on my 4600cc RV8 but looks OK on my B.

Tim Hipwell.

Ed: Tim’s first car sporting the reg 4600 MG is featured on the front cover, the MGB V8 GT above is the
second…..and Tim’s other cars with this reg will be featured throughout 2009 ! Thanks Tim. Any other
members with interesting reg’s

Dates for your Diary-Latest
TUESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY – IT’S CLUB NIGHT. ALL THE USUAL FUN AND GAMES AT
THE USUAL TIME OF 8pm IN THE LEY ARMS AT KENN.

FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY – 1ST MARCH – TIME FOR THE CLUB HOLIDAY WEEKEND.
BUT IF IT’S TOO WET FOR YOUR MG DON’T WORRY COME ANYWAY IN YOUR WET
WEATHER CAR BECAUSE ITS YOU THAT COUNTS! PLACES ARE STILL BE AVAILABLE
SO CONTACT YOUR COMMITTEE IF YOU FEEL LUCKY.

NO FEBRUARY SUNDAY RUN. IF THIS IS JUST TOO MUCH FOR YOU TO COPE WITH
COME TO THE NEW FOREST AND FILL YOUR BOOTS OR IF THAT IS NOT AN OPTION
PICK A NICE DAY AND GO OUT ANYWAY – IT HAS TO STOP RAINING/SNOWING
SOMEDAY?

SUNDAY 15TH MARCH – TIM AND HEIDI’S SPRING FLING MEET 1030 SAINSBURY’S
CAR PARK NEWTON ABBOTT.

SUNDAY 12TH APRIL – TIM AND GEORGIE’S TREASURE HUNT EASTER SUNDAY,
MEET 1000 TESCO’S CAR PARK CULLOMPTON. AN EASTER THEME WITH EVERYONE
EXPECTED TO WEAR BONNETS, A SPECIAL PRIZE FOR THE BEST ONE(S) WITH
POINTS TOWARDS TREASURE HUNT SCORE. NO CLUES TO SOLVE WHILST DRIVING,
OPEN ‘B’ ROADS, NO MUDDY LANES, ROADS NEW TO CLUB. FINISHING AT A GREAT
COUNTRY PUB.

Ed: BOTH RUNS NOT TO BE MISSED – LETS HAVE A GOOD TURN OUT.



-DATES FOR YOUR DIARY -
Club runs

Club Holiday to the New Forest -27th Feb – 2nd Mar

15th March- Tim & Heidi’s spring fling -Meet 1030
Sainsbury’s car park Newton Abbot

12th April- Tim & Georgie’s run- Meet 1000
Tesco’s car park Cullompton (M5 Junction 28)

May- Brian and Jan’s run ? (tba)
June- Keith & Judith’s summer treasure hunt (tba)

July- Barbara & Paul’s run (tba)
August- Derrick & Hazel’s run (tba)
September- Neil & Trish’s run (tba)

October- THIS COULD BE YOUR RUN
(See the committee with your master plan)

November- Nick’s run (tba)
National events

New Forest Run- 7th June
Mountains & Valley Run- 7th June

Cotswold Caper- 14th June
The Moor 2 Sea rally 27th & 28th June

Powderham classic car show- 11th – 12th July
Sherbourne- classics at the castle- 19th July

Brunel Rally- 4th/ 5th & 6th September
More info will be added as we get it so watch this

space or check the newsletter for more information.


