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The pros and cons.

Dear reader,

Do you think it's been a bit like the old Crowded House song “four seasons in one day” this
month? Because | do! Although I'm sat here on only the 2" day of March looking out the
window, at the usual drizzly grey excuse of a day we have been suffering since what seems
like the dawn of time, | can’t help looking back and liking February for standing out and having
a go! When it rained you got the impression it really meant it, when the wind blew it did more
than just ruffle your hair, when it snowed it embraced the land in an icy hug until everything
turned blue. Then when the sun finally came out you felt like spring would soon return to melt
the frozen bits that others cannot reach. We will just have to keep our fingers crossed and
hope that March doesn’t undo February’s hard work in making the weather more interesting.
With atmospherics changing faster than Dame Edna’s outfits there would be casualties in the
run department, this led to a quiet month without our usual Sunday run, whilst this was
heartbreaking for some there was light at the end of the tunnel in the glistening shape of the
club holiday. This would make up for everything we missed out on in February and rekindle
the fire stoked feverishly by driving in a convoy of roaring MGs. The long weekend was
perfect from start to finish and the highlight was spending Sunday with the Southampton and
New Forest MG club on a spectacular run fully loaded with all the sights and sounds that
remind you why you bought an MG in the first place. | would like to thank Roy and the gang
for their unrivalled hospitality and hard work in arranging the day for us. | could go on for quite
some time about the weekend but must refrain, because if you look to the skies over Sidford
you will spot smoke where Barbara’s fingers are typing her report so fast the friction has
sparked and temporarily caught the curtains on fire, still I'm sure Paul will have things under
control without even the slightest sign of panic. So we all look forward to reading about the
trip.

This month sees Heidi’s run on the 15" and we hope to see a good turnout as the weather
will undoubtedly be fabulous. The web-site’s diary shows a lot of events throughout the year
and if you wish to know more, | have further details on most.

Our very own Moor 2 Sea rally is well underway but many places are still available and it
would certainly benefit by an influx of bookings from the club to lower my anxiety levels.
Whilst this appears selfish on my part, | do hope many of you will book part of the weekend as
without you there it all seems far too scary. Booking forms can be obtained online from the
web-site, from me on club night or via post upon application.

Club night heralds the prize giving for returned questionnaires so there will be some available
to hastily fill out on the night or bring along your completed form and the draw can be made.
The results have sparked some ideas for the future of the club and are an invaluable source
of information so thank you for taking part. The club commemorative mug design competition
has one clear leader at the moment, the superb white mug design shows the Exeter badge
engulfed in a snowstorm rather similar to entry form — nice! So come and chance your arm at
being the Exeter MG mug designer of the year or suffer the bewildering consequences. Don’t
forget its 20 years of superb annual rallies and the club will be 30 (just like me) this year and
you could win 2 mugs featuring your very own handiwork — | know your tempted so don’t be
shy and give it a try.

Well! Sorry to go on but that’s pretty much it for now apart from a few tips | have learned this
month and wanted to pass on — 1. Under no circumstances should you eat yellow snow — 2.
When on a rally don't just follow the car in front — 3. Walking in heavy rain can lead to hair
loss and finally — 4. Always order your food before Neil Room-Doubleday!

Ban the bomb - Tim



From Jon Holt - Southampton and New Forest MGOC.
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New Forest Holiday week-end 27" Feb to 1% March

NeiHeinz’ year !

On Friday 27" February 8 MGs and their owners met at the Honiton Hotel for coffee prior to
driving in convoy to The Ormonde House Hotel in Lyndhurst in the New Forest for our 3 day
break. All but 2 of the party had sat-navs and programmed in the location of the pub where
we were due to stop for lunch ,but somehow, being the Exeter club, the 2 leading cars were
the ones without a sat-nav and were navigating by the old fashioned method of map reading
which led some of us to the village but not directly to the pub much to the consternation of the
navigation systems which kept telling the drivers to, “Turn left as soon as possible”, or similar
instructions. Anyway after refreshing ourselves at the pub we continued on to the Ormonde
House Hotel which turned out to be an excellent choice both from the point of view of
pleasant rooms, delightful food aplenty and pleasant and helpful staff.

On the Saturday we all went to Beaulieu and spent a lovely day there with something for
everyone, the motor museum, the house and gardens and beautiful walks for the energetic.
We were instructed to park all the cars in the arena instead of the main car park and lots of
visitors went across to look at them, in fact we all thought we should have got in for free as it
gave the venue another attraction but we didn’t argue the point.

On Sunday we were met by the Southampton MGOC who had been contacted by Trish and
one of their members, John Anderson had very kindly organised a Lunch run in the New
Forest. There were eight cars from Southampton there and thus sixteen cars set off for a fifty
two mile run terminating at a pub called The Red Shoot in the small village of Linwood for
lunch. The New Forest was beautiful and, as one of our members said, it was like driving
through Dartmoor only with trees and lots of ponies and no sheep. Our Chairman, Tim Hallam
gave a short thank you speech to Southampton MGOC for organising the run and to the
members who had turned out to accompany us.

After our usual huge breakfast we all paid our bills and left Lyndhurst with not a little regret
that our lovely weekend was almost at an end and it would be back to reality on Tuesday. We
were so lucky with the weather and mostly drove with the hoods down the whole time and |
think everyone had an excellent time and can’t wait for the next trip - watch this space. Our
thanks to Trish for all her hard work in helping to organise the whole weekend.

Barbara



NOTICE BOARD

URGENT REQUEST :

Please would club members make a donation (eg bottle of wine, chocs, books, something for
the car etc ...) towards the raffle at club night and the Grand Raffle to be held at the
MOOR2SEA run. We very much depend on these prizes to make money to run the club.
Bring donations to club night or contact Neil or Trish on 01626 834824 after 6pm.

FOLD-UP BENCH. If a club member require such a bench the club have a few available and
are free to anyone who can collect. Please contact any committee member for further details.

SPEAKER’S AT CLUB NIGHTS. Does anybody know of any ‘interesting speakers’ that would
be willing to address the club at club night. If so, please contact Tim or Neil.

HOLIDAY IN BRITTANY: | am offering my French cottage as a holiday let to Exeter MG
members. | do not let it out commercially but try to cover some of the standing

charges only. It is situated in a quiet rural hamlet some 50 miles south of

Roscoff with excellent empty MG roads. Accommodation is 2 bedrooms with all
facilities including bikes for exploring. For this year only, there is an

introductory cost of £150 per week or £250 for two weeks. Further details

and pictures from me by e-mail at rogerlus@tiscali.co.uk or phone 01392

460985.

CLUB REGALIA

DEVON GREEN (CLUB COLOUR) POLO SHIRT £10.00
AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT

VARIOUS COLOURS OF POLO SHIRT £15.00
AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT
SHIRTS CAN ALSO HAVE YOUR NAME ADDED FOR A SMALL FEE £ 3.00

ASSORTED BASEBALL CAPS IN VARIOUS COLOURS £7.50
LAPEL BUTTON BADGES £3.00
SPARE WINDSCREEN STICKERS £1.00

MANY OTHER ARTICLES AVAILABLE SO FOR DETAILS SEE

PAUL WOOSTER — REGALIA SECRETARY.



Dates for your Diary-Latest

SUNDAY 15™ MARCH — TIM AND HEIDI'S SPRING FLING MEET 1030 SAINSBURY'’S
CAR PARK NEWTON ABBOTT.

SUNDAY 12™ APRIL — TIM AND GEORGIE’S TREASURE HUNT EASTER SUNDAY,
MEET 1000 TESCO’S CAR PARK CULLOMPTON. AN EASTER THEME WITH EVERYONE
EXPECTED TO WEAR BONNETS, A SPECIAL PRIZE FOR THE BEST ONE(S) WITH
POINTS TOWARDS TREASURE HUNT SCORE. NO CLUES TO SOLVE WHILST DRIVING,
OPEN ‘B’ ROADS, NO MUDDY LANES, ROADS NEW TO CLUB. FINISHING AT A GREAT
COUNTRY PUB.

Ed: BOTH RUNS NOT TO BE MISSED - LETS HAVE A GOOD TURN OUT.

6 & 7 June The Culmstock car show, a Marie Curie charity event. The Culmstock show as
such is no more, due to bad weather causing the fields to be unusable for the last 2 years. It
will however now take place at Smeatharpe airfield as there is plenty of hard standing there
so it will not be washed out.
http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/inyourarea/waleswest/events/dday_classiccar.htm

As in previous years there will be a classic car show and car boot sale. However, as this is
being run in conjunction with the South West Airfields Heritage Trust there will also be some
sort of airshow too; including a 65" D Day celebration.

Could be a good replacement for Branscombe. Unlike most shows, in the past you could just
turn up on the day; I'm not sure if that applies this year.

John Birch

Club Member.

EXETER MGOC HOLIDAY TO FRANCE 2009.

Our holiday to France is now fully organised & booked for the week Fri. 29" May to Sat 6"
June. We have reserved 3 adjoining gites in their own grounds with full facilities & secure
parking in Moreac near Locmine in SW Brittany (about 16 miles S of Pontivy). 5 couples will
be going & we have 2 spare bedrooms available if any other members would like to join us.
The costs are as follows: £123 per couple for the week plus return ferry fare from Plymouth to
Roscoff. We have been quoted £278 for the return trip with a 2 berth cabin on the Friday night
outward journey (this is with Owners in France discount).

If you would like further information or to reserve a place, contact Roger & Pat on 01395
233848 or catch us at club night.



March 15th- Tim & Heidi's spring fling
April 12™ (Easter Sunday)- Tim & Georgie’s run
May 11"™ — A run for Shropshire MGOC
June- Keith & Judith’s summer treasure hunt
July- Barbara & Paul’s run
August- Derrick & Hazel’s run
September- Neil & Trish’s run
October- Bob & Lorraine’s run
November- Nick’s run

New Forest Run- 7" June
Mountains & Valley Run- 7" June
The New Forest Run- 7" June
Cotswold Caper- 14" June
Powderham classic car show- 11" — 12" July
Sherbourne- classics at the castle- 19" July
Brunel Rally- 4"/ 5™ & 6™ September

S #

Castle Combe Racing circuit

Monday, May 25, 2009 British Sportscar Raceday

Saturday, June 13, 2009/Sunday, June 14, 2009i€@amival races — probably the
best one, but need details to appear on websiie sure

Saturday, July 18, 2009/Sunday, July 19, 2009 Dufdceat & British Motorsport
Festival - Racing

Saturday 6th June 2009 Castle Combe Classic, Retemd Sportscar Action Day.
A classic car track day
http://www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk/home.asp

Wiscombe Hill Hill climbs http://www.g.pickett.btinternet.co.uk/index.htm

May 10™2009 Vintage Sports Car Club

Sept 12" 2009 The M.G. Car Club (South West)

Beautiful setting, can get up close to all the cars in the paddock and on track.

More info will be added as we get it so watch this space or check the website
diary for more information.



