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JUST APRIL FOOLS!

Dear reader

Looking back over the last month is a bit like rubbing your nose in the dirt and chanting
“ooooh! It ain’t going to be that good again” in an annoying babble as if you were talking to a
one year old, and well, can it be? The thing is it probably will be, but, hell, last month was up
there with the best ones, so how do we keep things on a high? The answer my friend is
blowing in the wind – yeah! With last weeks washing and the debris left by the lazy-ass bin
men who just can’t be bothered to pick it up!
However, there is the need to say farewell to last month and enter the new one with hope and
vigour. Praying along with the rest of our nation for something that resembles those “good old
days” and not fearing the future as if it were a hungry sabertooth with a craving for “long pig”.
So! What did we do last month? Well there was, if my ageing memory serves me well a
fantastic trip to the New Forest enjoyed by 8 couples and their cars. As many are already
aware from previously printed footage it was a super long weekend with plenty of top down
driving as the weather played its all important part by displaying wall to wall sunshine from
start to finish. Whilst chancing the wrath of those who did not make the trip by going on about
it I do feel the need to relive some of the highlights. For instance the MG display we formed at
Beaulieu Motor Museum when they requested we all parked in the otherwise empty arena –
stunning. The Sunday run planned for us by Roy Sneddon and the S&NF MGOC was another
magical moment. In my own little book of adventures the scenery we all enjoyed that day has
to be a good supporting reason for having a club holiday and also one to make sure you don’t
miss out next time. The trip both up and down gave us all plenty of fun and thrills with all
parties having a fantastic time. So when Barbara announces the dates and location of the
next club holiday, make sure you book it fast because you don’t want to get caught in the
stampede of the over exited mayhem. In fact, why not just put your name down now as you
can be sure it will be good. Or, if you just can’t bear the wait, get yourselves to France with
Pat & Roger and their gang of vehicular vigilantes as they carve their way through the
countryside in the land of garlic and frogs legs.
Heidi and I had our Spring Fling around South Devon and enjoyed another bout of great
weather to put the icing on the cake evenly sliced between a dozen hungry cars. We felt very
privileged that so many wonderful people found space in their diaries to attend our humble
offering and thank them from the bottom of our hearts for their support. I look forward to
reading Nick’s account of the day and hope everyone enjoyed themselves as much as Heidi
and I.
With dates littering the diary like spots on a teenager (though I can sympathise) it seems a
good time to sit down and work out where we are going to go this rally season. There is one
that stands out and that is the Exeter clubs Moor 2 Sea rally which has 2 fantastic runs taking
in scenery from what is probably the most beautiful county in England. Even the people of
Devon itself would not recognise many of the roads the route follows and it would be the
perfect opportunity to discover your own stomping ground in this comprehensive run. It is also
the 20th annual rally for our club and supporting it means it will make its 21st and hopefully
many, many more. All applicants will receive a free commemorative mug and if enough of you
come then blow me if I don’t bake a cake.

This coming Easter Sunday (or last weekend if you read slowly like me) is Tim & Georgie’s
run and I can tell you it’s going to be a cracking day out, and so as not to confuse or
underestimate here are the words straight from our Regional Secretary, (and yes! I’m
curtsying even just writing his title) Timmy Hipwell’s keyboard -  Easter Sunday 12th April,
10am for a 10.30am start at Tescos Cullompton, just off junction 28 M5. Additional points for
Easter bonnets (forfeits for no bonnets), open roads we haven't used before, walking treasure
hunt, superb lunch at country pub run by a good friend (and Aston owner).

Note the “forfeits for no bonnets” and be warned because I was tarred and feathered in a
previous life and it was not pleasurable!!!

Well! Before signing off I must remind everyone about the exciting speaker we will be having
at April’s club night. Chris Crebo is with the Police Driver Training Unit and will be filling our
brains right to the brim with useful and interesting tips around the subject. He is also an MG
man and drives his MGA on a daily basis so he understands both motoring in the “good
old days” and how to handle a modern car – so put the date in your diary and see you there.

Happy motoring! – Tim.



Heidi & Tim’s Spring Fling Sun 15th March

 It was 9.50am, sun blazing, all quiet, and peaceful when all of a sudden a red shiny sprite with its
throaty exhaust came roaring down my street.  John Birch had arrived!  It was arranged last club meet I
would join him as passenger on the Sunday run as my MG had a brake light problem.  Due to fixing the
switch the night before it turned out my car would come on the run after all, but with Dad driving it. He
reckoned it needed a test drive (ANY excuse to drive my car!)
We set off down the A38, Dad in tow, and met up with everyone else at Sainsbury’s car park Newton
Abbot, 11 MGB’s in total plus us. I think Tim was a bit worried the pub might not be able to
accommodate all of us due to the great turn out but one phone call later and the food was booked.
Leaving the car park, all hoods down, it really felt like the driving season had started. No mud or salt
on the roads just the sun on our faces and wind in our hair.
We had a most pleasant drive down some good old country roads taking in some colourful scenery on
route. After driving in and around Totnes we passed through Kingsbridge and then stopped at Slapton
sands to see the Memorial/Tank and to admire the sea views.  We then headed off up the hill past
Blackpool Sands. Looking back I could get clear views of the golden beaches, something one couldn’t
see when at the wheel.  We arrived in Dartmouth and parked up in the Dart Marina Hotel car park. Just
one parking bay for us, unlike a certain Mr LEO!
After lunch, which was served up in the Floating Bridge Pub, the group wandered down to the lower
ferry, where ice creams were consumed and where we could watch the traffic on the water.   We then
said our farewells and watched as the Mgs dispersed, some even braving the ferry. As for us, we
leisurely headed for home via the scenic route. Well done to Tim & Heidi, a great run enjoyed by all!
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NOTICE BOARD
VERY URGENT REQUEST :
Please would club members make a donation (eg bottle of wine, chocs, books, something for
the car etc …) towards the raffle at club night and the Grand Raffle to be held at the
MOOR2SEA run. We very much depend on these prizes to make money to run the club.
Bring donations to club night or contact Neil or Trish on 01626 834824 after 6pm.

Smeatharpe Airfield.
If any one is interested in going to the D-Day classic car event at Smeatharpe Nr Honiton on
Sunday June 7th 2009, please contact Derrick Layzell at club night or on 01404 43058. We
are putting up our club stand the cost will be £5.00 per car, I need to know numbers with the
money by 30th April. We need to be on site by 9.45 am
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1. Roger's Days Out 2009
Despite Botox and Gingseng, classified intelligence suggests that some of you are bus pass
holders!! I would like to organise at least one mid-week day trip a month from Exeter Bus
Station. Travel free by bus to somewhere nice and have lunch together. Very economical. If
we could nearly fill up the top deck and terrorise school kids, so much the better. Obviously
nicer if the weather is good so we could be flexible. Anyone interested please send your email
address to me at rogerlus@tiscali.co.uk or phone me on 01392 460985 to discuss
 2. Need your computer sorting out? I have found a good 2nd year Exeter University
computer student who has sorted out my computer and now it runs 10 times faster. If you
would also like yours decluttered or speeded up, please contact David Gardner at
dg220@ex.ac.uk or phone him on his mobile - 07931 961 852 telling him that you are a
member of Exeter MG Owners Club. He is cheap - about £10 per hour.
3. Innertubes for wire wheels : This may have been mentioned before but Michelin are
about to stop making rubber innertubes. They may have already done so. An innertube costs
about £5 and fits both 165 and 175 tyres. Once stock has gone, innertubes will move to the
"specialist" list which means the price will treble at least. Suggest you get a couple into stock.
Of interest, if your existing imnnertubes are cloured red, they are over 20 years old! Mine
were......get them changed a.s.a.p.

Roger L

EXETER MGOC HOLIDAY TO FRANCE 2009.

Our holiday to France is now fully organised & booked for the week Fri. 29th May to Sat 6th

June. We have reserved 3 adjoining gites in their own grounds with full facilities & secure
parking in Moreac near Locmine in SW Brittany (about 16 miles S of Pontivy). 5 couples will
be going & we have 2 spare bedrooms available if any other members would like to join us.
The costs are as follows: £123 per couple for the week plus return ferry fare from Plymouth to
Roscoff. We have been quoted £278 for the return trip with a 2 berth cabin on the Friday night
outward journey (this is with Owners in France discount).

If you would like further information or to reserve a place, contact Roger & Pat on 01395
233848 or catch us at club night.

                                               CLUB REGALIA

DEVON GREEN (CLUB COLOUR) POLO SHIRT                                       £10.00
            AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT

VARIOUS COLOURS OF POLO SHIRT                                                      £15.00
            AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT
            SHIRTS CAN ALSO HAVE YOUR NAME ADDED FOR A SMALL FEE       £ 3.00

            ASSORTED BASEBALL CAPS IN VARIOUS COLOURS                             £ 7.50

            LAPEL BUTTON BADGES                                                                            £ 3.00

            SPARE WINDSCREEN STICKERS                                                               £1.00

           MANY OTHER ARTICLES AVAILABLE SO FOR DETAILS SEE

PAUL WOOSTER – REGALIA SECRETARY.
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May 10th – Brian and Dee’s run, meet at Moto 1030
with visitors from Shropshire MGOC’

June- Keith & Judith’s summer treasure hunt
July- Barbara & Paul’s run

16th August- Derrick & Hazel’s run meet at Moto1030
September- Neil & Trish’s run
October- Bob & Lorraine’s run

November- Nick’s run
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Smeatharpe Airfield Classic Car and Air show - 6/7th June

New Forest Run- 7th June
Mountains & Valley Run- 7th June

Cotswold Caper- 14th June
Moor 2 Sea Rally 27/28th June

Powderham classic car show- 11th – 12th July
Mount Edgcumbe Classic and American Car show –2nd August

Sherbourne- classics at the castle- 19th July
Brunel Rally- 4th/ 5th & 6th September
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Castle Combe Racing circuit

Monday, May 25, 2009 British Sportscar Raceday

Saturday, June 13, 2009/Sunday, June 14, 2009 Classic Carnival races – probably the
best one, but need details to appear on website to be sure

Saturday, July 18, 2009/Sunday, July 19, 2009 Dunlop Great & British Motorsport
Festival - Racing

Saturday 6th June 2009 Castle Combe Classic, Retro and Sportscar Action Day.
A classic car track day
http://www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk/home.asp

Wiscombe Hill Hill climbs http://www.g.pickett.btinternet.co.uk/index.htm

May 10th 2009 Vintage Sports Car Club

Sept 12th 2009 The M.G. Car Club (South West)

Beautiful setting, can get up close to all the cars in the paddock and on track.

More info will be added as we get it so watch this space or check the website
diary for more information.
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Provisionally booked:-

Teignmouth Golf Club for Saturday 12th Dec 1900 for 1930 sit-down.


