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Secretary’s slot:-

Hi All,

The weather’s still terrible & we haven’t had our MG out for weeks, except to take
some rubbish to the tip in the trailer, very exciting!

 A few of you made the trip to the Eden Project on the 13th April, & we hear it was a
very interesting day. We hear the floral displays were particularly good.
Unfortunately we couldn’t make the trip as we had a visit on that Sunday from Fred &
Gwen Robinson, Regional Secretary of East Sussex, old friends of ours & ex-
members of our club. Thanks to Neil & Trish for organising everything & Toby for
getting the discount & giving a short guided tour.

We have just received a request via email from a care home owner in Tavistock about
putting on a display of cars at his premises. He has 4.5 acres of grounds & the
residents occupy a grade 2 listed Jacobean mansion which we would be free to
explore. He would also erect a 6x6m marquee & provide BBQ & beverage facilities
& toilets for our use. Also he will advertise the event in the local press. Sounds
interesting. How about September?
Would Mike & Jill (who are doing a September run) like to incorporate this with a run
across Dartmoor?

On another subject, we have been discussing regalia at the committee meeting, &
after some debate about styles & colours, we have decided that in future the club
colour will be green. This decision was reached because Devon is green, the Devon
flag is green & BRG is a traditional MG colour. That is why we chose green! If any
member would like to order the new club polo shirt incorporating our logo, see Paul
Wooster. Shirts are about £15. We were going to have the Devon flag on the sleeve
but it all got too expensive. So, if you are displaying your MG at Powderham,
Branscombe or Canonteign, it would be nice if we were all wearing the club shirt.

The last opportunity to book with us for our club displays at Branscombe &
Powderham is by May club night (that is 13th). If you can’t get to club night & want to
come, telephone us & let us know by the 14th at the latest & post us your cheque made
payable to Exeter MGOC, £5 for Powderham & £10 for Branscombe.

Still no feed back on the Christmas party regarding alternative venues to Cockhaven
Manor or Dolphin Hotel. Again, if you know of anywhere, can you make enquiries
regarding costings & available dates. We will have to make a firm booking soon!
That’s all for now, see you soon.

Roger & Pat.



NOTICE  BOARD
                        

                       Moor ‘N’ Moor Run Sunday 29th June 2008

URGENT REQUEST (nothing received as yet !):-

Please can members bring in Raffle Prizes for the Moor ‘N’ Moor on club nights. Any
unwanted Christmas or Birthday presents etc. Unwanted bottles of alcohol ( unlikely I
know!!!) Have a de clutter - search your cupboards.

All donations gratefully received

Trish.

CLUB EVENING RUN 3 JUNE 2008

Some members may remember that during June 2005 the club made an evening visit
to a private museum at Willand operated by Ron Frost and his wife. Apart from sheds
containing collections of almost anything, the collection also included a number of
motor vehicles. We parked in the orchard and were entertained with tea, coffee and
cakes.
Ron’s son Terry, an MGB owner subsequently joined our club but was tragically
killed in a road accident near Cullompton. His car is now in the museum and waits for
his son when he passes his driving test.
As not all members were available to visit the museum with us in 2005, together with
the fact that members who have joined the club since 2005 will not have attended the
museum, Ron and his wife have invited us for a return visit on Tuesday 3, June 2008.
Tea, coffee and I’m told cake will be provided.
To take part in the visit we will assemble at Cullompton Services and depart there at
7.15p.m. prompt. No need to book just turn up at Cullompton Services. I look forward
to seeing you.

Keith Saunders.

                               Letter of thanks –Stephen Michael Gwilt

The following ‘extract’ was received from Stephen, the Area Secretary of the South
Staffs MGOC.
‘I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you (Roger ‘n’ Pat) and all of your members
who made our Easter trip so special. We have visited Cary Court at Torquay for the
last four years and always have a good time. However, this years Sunday run was
especially enjoyed by everyone because of your help and local knowledge. The
weather was interesting to say the least but didn’t spoil our day. I know how tempting
it must have been for your members to stay at home, watch TV and leave their MG’s
dry in their garages. Perhaps you would pass on our gratitude for their friendliness,
and their attendance on such numbers on such a ‘dodgy’ day.
Again many thanks. You must visit us…….don’t be afraid there are no dragons north
of Bristol !!!!!

View photo’s at www.ssmgoc.co.uk



                                         

                                                 NOTICE  BOARD (cont..)

 New Member’s

A warm welcome to Stephen Davies and Lisa Wood from Newton Abbot, they own a
very good looking MG Midget.

                                                   Holiday in Brittany.

I have a lovely cottage in a quiet hamlet in central Brittany. It is situated about 50
miles from Roscoff . It is not isolated and my French neighbours are nearby. Travel
by Brittany Ferries from Plymouth to Roscoff.  The large town of Carhaix is about 6
miles away and there are good pubs and village shops within a couple of miles.
Full details on request.     Availability: May onwards.
Price: From 200 euros per week (MG owners) depending on season but I

could also consider short breaks.

Roger Luscombe – 01392 460985 or rogerlus@tiscali.co.uk
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Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday at the Ley Arms Kenn at 8 pm

            Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 233848 or email:
rogernpat@mgdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details of any of the below.

May:-
Tues 13th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

Sunday 18th Tim and Heidi’s Sunday outing and lunch meet at Moto services 1030am

June:-
Sun 1st. Mountains & Valleys Run, Hereford MGOC. Tel 01584 817451

Sun 1st. Classic Car day at Killerton House, Broadclyst. 10am to 5pm,
£6 per car. Includes entry to house and gardens. For info tel 01392 881345.

Sun 8th, Cotswold Caper, Gloucester MGOC. Tel 01452 330892.

Tues 3rd Keith’s evening run, meet at Cullompton services for 0715 prompt.
Run to private motor museum.

Tues 10th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

Sun 15th. Fathers Day at Castle Drogo classic car day. House and gardens free +hot
drinks and 20% discount in shop on day. Display your car down the impressive drive.
Booking form with Roger and Pat.

Sun 22nd. Rodney and Judith Booker’s Midsummer Treasure Hunt. Details TBA.

Sat 28th. Evening dinner at the Dolphin, Bovey Tracey, 0730 for 8pm. £12.50 pp.

Sun 29th. Moor ‘N’ Moor Devon classic run. £25 per car. Further details and booking
form on club web site or from Roger and Pat on  01395 233848.

July:-
Sat/Sun 5/6th Powderham Castle. (details at club night).

Tues 8th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Natter 8pm.

Sun 27th Branscombe Air and Car show.

August:-
Sun 3rd Canonteign Falls. (details at club night).

Sun 10th Athelhampton House, Bournemouth & Poole MGOC.
Further details from Nigel Hedges on 01202 555922 (Day only)



Exeter Area Club Cars .

Due to a ‘nil’ response from members it’s the

The Secretary’s cars (again….!)  :-

Li’l  Mo.

My first go (if that’s the right word) at MGing  was in 1979, when I bought an “L”
registration black Midget. I remember going to Upton Hellions near Crediton to have
a look at the car. The registration number was MHO something or other L (hence Li’l
Mo) & I think I paid £200. I remember driving it home with blue smoke pouring out
the back! I managed to get it in the garage where a closer inspection showed I had
definitely not got a bargain! I think this was October time & I spent the rest of the
Winter & Spring stripping it down, repairing the chassis & re-building the mechanics.
Although I had rebuilt many cars before, this was my first experience of an MG, & it
taught me a lot. By the Summer of 1980 it was re-sprayed Tartan Red & running
beautifully. Unfortunately that year I was made redundant. This gave me time to
finish the Midget. I remember working for a new company & using the Midget as
everyday transport, carrying my tools back & forth to Dawlish all Summer, fabulous!
I can recall getting 50mpg from my daily commute, amazing. Pat also used the
Midget to drive to her job at Exeter University & caused quite a stir in the car park.
Unfortunately I only have 1 photograph of the completed car, with my daughter aged
8 & her friends. This car never went any further than Dawlish as at the end of that
Summer I sold it & used the money to buy MGB ACG 173 C from Saltash for £210,
the biggest wreck I have ever seen! The wings were fibre glass, the floor pans non-
existent , the engine in a box in the boot, & the gearbox on the passenger seat! I
dragged it home on a transporter. But that is another story for another month.
Roger Mayo

Can anyone do better ?(or just send a  ‘picture and piece’ on your car ?)



The Prostate Arctic Tour

There, that got your attention didn’t it? Much better title than A Weekend In The MG. Now you are engrossed with anticipation I
will tell you the story of a fun weekend.
Like others of you I am also a member of the MG Car Club and at the beginning of April their MGB Register put on a Cotswold
Tour on a Sunday. One of my favourite parts of the country so Georgie and I duly entered. A weekend away with friends is
always that more enjoyable and Nic and Lyn plus Neil and Trish decided to join us. We had arranged to meet at Honiton at 9am
on the Saturday morning but Nic and Lyn were somewhat delayed – first of all Nic couldn’t find the car keys and then once
underway Lyn realised she had left her make up at home. Still, a quick U turn followed by a blast down the A30 meant they soon
arrived and we didn’t get away too late.
Now those gentlemen of a certain age will know what I’m on about when I say that as you get older your liquid capacity reduces
and early morning cups of tea and coffee have a marked effect on the rest of your day. We actually made it as far as Cartgate
services (before Yeovil) when I had to make my first stop. This was a start of a pattern that carried on all weekend – hence the
first part of the title. We decided to take quiet A roads up to the Cotswolds and travelled via Shepton, Frome and Trowbridge
before we decided to stop for coffee at the charming little village of Lacock. If you haven’t visited here before then you should, it
is a delightful old village, mostly owned by the National Trust.
After coffee we went for a walk round the village and were greeted with numerous numbered large toy cats and dogs from
children’s TV programmes. It transpired that a “walking treasure hunt” was going on with prizes for the most correct answers. We
didn’t enter formally but embarrassingly we seemed to know most of the answers. Just time for yet another visit to the smallest
room before we made our way on to Oxford.
Another first for me here – the joys of going on a Park and Ride bus. I‘ve often seen the signs but didn’t know what they meant.
We arrived safely in the middle of Oxford and the nice man behind the wheel kindly dropped us off next to all the tourist spots. It
was at this point that Neil showed his knowledge of the Inspector Morse series and pointed out interesting locations at every turn.
Fortunately he also knew where the nearest loos where – can you see the pattern emerging? A freezing cold wind meant we didn’t
stay overly long and made our way to the hotels for the overnight stay. Not much to do in the evening in the Cotswolds so we had
to make do with drinks before dinner, drinks with dinner and drinks after dinner. Some of us would pay for this later in one form
or another.
The following morning brought a whole new outlook on life. When I first awoke I thought it was bit bright and on opening the
curtains the reason was clear to see. During the night we had had real big snowfall and everything, including our MGs, was
covered in a 6 inch blanket of snow. Time for a full English (with more tea and coffee) then outside for the first snowball fight of
the day. Trish is a deadly shot and I’ve never seen Georgie move so quick to dodge incoming fire. The roads were pretty tricky at
this point and we wondered whether the event would be cancelled but the thaw came quite quickly and we had no real further
problems once we got underway although 50 of the 95 entered starters did not make an appearance – more fools them.
Georgie was navigating via “Tulip Diagrams” and we went along some really excellent roads – not too narrow, not much traffic
and great views. Fortunately plenty of trees as well to hide behind if needs be. Lots of quaint little villages passed as well as larger
places like Stow-on-the-Wold. As you might expect we did stop for coffee; at The Tite Inn but I can’t remember where. A superb
lunch (well found Nic and Lyn) was taken at The Sun Inn at Hook Norton where we got chatting to a couple who had just moved
to the area from Sidmouth, small world isn’t it. Our final destination on the tour was Broughton Castle, a splendid stately home
but yet another snow shower curtailed our visit and we decided to make our way back south westwards.
Well done to the MGB Register for a cracking run and a huge thank you to Nic, Lyn, Neil and Trish for their company and for
keeping the scores on the loo visits.

Tim Hipwell
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Club Officers
Area Secretary Roger & Pat Mayo 01395 233848
Treasurer Trish Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Committee Chairman Tim Hallam 01803 326294
Membership Secretary Keith Truscott 01626 334903
Social Secretary Barbara Wooster 01395 514446
Quartermaster Neil  Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster 01395 514446

Editor                           Brian Howitt                           01884 34109
 e-mail brianhowitt@hotmail.com


