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Dear reader

Where did April go? They say time flies when you're having fun and they ain’t whistling Dixie,
it must have been good because it flew faster than a pigeon in a gale force wind. The last
thing | remember was waking up on April fools day and the wife saying she had to nip out as
we’d run out of Mr. Sheen! Yeah, well | fell for it! She normally uses the dust for writing memo
reminders.

So, with our pockets stuffed with hot cross buns we jumped in the MGA and made our way
north to Cullompton where Tim & Georgie were to begin their Easter Treasure Hunt and
Bonnet Run. Well, not to say too much as | have been told Tim has his write-up nestled in this
newsletter but Heidi and | had what can only be described as a fabulous day out. The sunny
weather helped the top down decision for most of the participants and the great turnout of
MG'’s was joined by a couple of Astons which formed a great spectacle of beauty. The
walking treasure hunt made a nice relaxing change from the ins and outs of the driven version
which after overindulging in the chocolate may well have been for the best and Wiveliscombe
was the perfect place for it. Our final resting place showed itself in the form of the Exeter Inn,
a place | seem to have passed a lot in recent months but this time stopping, having a cool
beer and a good feed definitely made all the difference. The feast was put on by one of Tim &
Georgie’s fellow Aston owners and if you get the chance a good place to break up a journey
and watch the day go by. All in all another superb MG outing and thanks to the organisation a
joy to behold, so many thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Hipwell for a very memorable Easter.

Then all of a sudden it was club night. It all went a bit fast and parts are still blurry but Chris
Crebo certainly lived up to the title of ‘speaker’. He had a captivated audience as he talked
about his part in the Police Driver Training Unit and helped our own skills develop with tips on
driving to a safer standard. There was a lot of information to take in and wish | had taken a
video camera for later analysis. | have found myself using some of the knowledge learned
that night and improved my driving which is probably the one area in life where | am
somewhat less than perfect. No, joking aside, if like myself you too have found yourself
driving a little slower with more understanding of other road users and preventing difficulties
before they happen then it's a credit to Chris and the way he delivered the talk. Thanks again
Chris and another great night drew to an end.

That could have been that as far as excitement goes but then for me and the ‘trouble and
strife’ things got really hot, not as hot as | normally like it but you can’t always rely on the
weather when you’re on holiday either. The Fuerteventura sun did its part in bronzing the pale
skin but if it makes you feel better although there was a bit of cloud on Sunday morning. |
understand the weather in old blighty was not half bad so no sour grapes.

The Moor 2 Sea Rally is a bit quieter than previous years so do come and see me on club
night if you wish to book for any part of the weekend. For the Saturday run we are only asking
£10 for what is sure to be a great day out. Saturday night is much in need of a boost from the
club members as we would like to create a fun atmosphere for our guests and is only £12.50
per person for some great nosh. The Sunday run at £20 per car comes with a fabulous cream
tea at the finishing post so there is something for everyone. You can also download all the
info from the website if you cannot wait until Tuesday.

Well to wind things up we must briefly lay last month to rest in the history journal and look at
what lies on the horizon. We have Brian & Dee’s run with the Shropshire MGOC on Sunday
the 10" and we hope to see a good Exeter club turnout as the weather is sure to be great. On
Tuesday the 12" its club night and we should have a great night hammering the skittles so
see you soon and don't forget to pinch out your tomato plants.

Tim.



Tim and Georgie’s Easter Sunday Treasure Hunt -12 ™ April 2009

One of the problems with classic car ownership is that for six months of the year there is not
much going on and then for the other six months there is too much going on. Georgie and |
were due to organise our Mid Summer Treasure Hunt but due to an already full diary we had
to run it on Easter Sunday ahead of the normal June date. No matter though as the day was
bright and sunny and we had an excellent turnout including Brian and Sheila from Clyst St
Mary joining us for the first time plus David and Mavis, long time members with Taw and
Torridge, who came to join us "down south”. Our route took the 32 participants across the
border into Somerset and onto Wiveliscombe for a walking treasure hunt, much more relaxed
(and safer) than solving clues on the move. On then to the most important part of the day -
lunch. We had chosen The Exeter Inn near Bampton, run by a fellow Aston owner, and we
had a great meal sitting out in the sunshine. Winners on the day were Nic and Lyn with a near
perfect score so they have the dubious pleasure of organising the New Year Treasure Hunt,
but don't ask me when that will be, any date is possible. Keep you eyes peeled to this website
though and all will be revealed. The attached photo shows a selection of the many and varied
Easter Bonnets that were on show on the day - what a pretty bunch!!

Tim Hipwell

NOTICE BOARD

VERY URGENT REQUEST :

Please would club members make a donation (eg bottle of wine, chocs, books, something for
the car etc ...) towards the raffle at club night and the Grand Raffle to be held at the
MOOR2SEA run. We very much depend on these prizes to make money to run the club.
Bring donations to club night or contact Neil or Trish on 01626 834824 after 6pm.

Powderham

Anyone interested in attending Powderham on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th July please
contact Derrick Layzell at club night the cost is £5.00 and | need to get the entries back to the
organizors by 16th May so club night is the deadline



Neil and Trish's " Ever decreasing Circle Run" - Sunday 13" September 2009
Meet at Finlake Holiday Park Chudleigh TQ13 OEJ off A38 10.30am for Complimentary Tea

and Coffee at The Retreat Bar and Restaurant. Please can you let us have approx. numbers
for reservation of parking and Carvery Lunch. Telephone 01626 834824.

BRANSCOMBE CLASSIC AIR AND CAR DAY

Hi all, just heard through the grapevine (one of the guys that works for me is in charge of the
traffic plans) that Branscombe Classic Air and Car Day is definitely on this year. Just spoken
to the organiser and it will be on Saturday 25th July . He is in the process of sending out 500
letters to everyone who entered (or tried to enter) in 07 or 08. So keep an eye on your
letterbox and put the date in your diaries - great news that this superb event is back on and
that the "whinging newcomers" in the village have been defeated and that flying (albeit
limited) can go ahead again at this small airfield

Regards, Timmy Hipwell.

CLUB REGALIA

DEVON GREEN (CLUB COLOUR) POLO SHIRT £10.00
AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT

VARIOUS COLOURS OF POLO SHIRT £15.00
AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT
SHIRTS CAN ALSO HAVE YOUR NAME ADDED FOR A SMALL FEE £ 3.00

ASSORTED BASEBALL CAPS IN VARIOUS COLOURS £7.50
LAPEL BUTTON BADGES £ 3.00
SPARE WINDSCREEN STICKERS £1.00

MANY OTHER ARTICLES AVAILABLE SO FOR DETAILS SEE

PAUL WOOSTER — REGALIA SECRETARY.

EXETER MGOC HOLIDAY TO FRANCE 2009.

Our holiday to France is now fully organised & booked for the week Fri. 29" May to Sat 6"
June. We have reserved 3 adjoining gites in their own grounds with full facilities & secure
parking in Moreac near Locmine in SW Brittany (about 16 miles S of Pontivy). 5 couples will
be going & we have 2 spare bedrooms available if any other members would like to join us.
The costs are as follows: £123 per couple for the week plus return ferry fare from Plymouth to
Roscoff. We have been quoted £278 for the return trip with a 2 berth cabin on the Friday night
outward journey (this is with Owners in France discount).

If you would like further information or to reserve a place, contact Roger & Pat on 01395
233848 or catch us at club night.



CLUB MEMBER’S CAR FOR SALE

MGB GT 1978 - BROOKLANDS GREEN - 78.000 MILES. IMMACULATE CONDITON -
CHROME CONVERSION - ALLOY WHEELS NEW TYRES ONLY DONE 2,000 MILES.
STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUST - WAX OILED. WALNUT DASH AND STEERING WHEEL -
LEATHER SEATS - FULL HISTORY FROM NEW INCLUDING FIRST BILL OF SALE AS
LOCAL CAR. MOT UNTIL JAN 2010.TAXED UNTIL JUNE 2009. CHERISHED CAR
VALUATION CERTIFICATE - £5,500 - BADGES SHOWN IN PICTURE CAN BE
PURCHASED SEPARATELY. GEOFF STEVENS 01363 775793

One for the girls "Who 's rear end is this ?

Answer on Club Night.




At last, what we've all been waiting for, an understandable explanation of
derivative markets...

Heidi is the proprietor of a bar in Detroit. In order to increase sales, she decides to allow her
loyal customers - most of whom are unemployed alcoholics - to drink now but pay later. She
keeps track of the drinks consumed on a ledger (thereby granting the customers loans).

Word gets around about Heidi's "drink now pay later" marketing strategy and as a result,
increasing numbers of customers flood into Heidi's bar and soon she has the largest sales
volume for any bar in Detroit. By providing her customers' freedom from immediate payment
demands, Heidi gets no resistance when she substantially increases her prices for wine and
beer, the most consumed beverages. Her sales volume increases massively.

A young and dynamic vice-president at the local bank recognizes these customer debts as
valuable future assets and increases Heidi's borrowing limit. He sees no reason for undue
concern since he has the debts of the alcoholics as collateral.

At the bank's corporate headquarters, expert traders transform these customer loans into
DRINKBONDS, ALKIBONDS and PUKEBONDS. These securities are then traded on security
markets worldwide.

Naive investors don't really understand the securities being sold to them as AAA secured
bonds are really the debts of unemployed alcoholics. Nevertheless, their prices continuously
climb, and the securities become the top-selling items for some of the nation's leading
brokerage houses who collect enormous fees on their sales, pay extravagant bonuses to their
sales force, and who in turn purchase exotic sports cars and multimillion dollar
condominiums.

One day, although the bond prices are still climbing, a risk manager at the bank
(subsequently fired due his negativity), decides that the time has come to demand payment
on the debts incurred by the drinkers at Heidi's bar.

Heidi demands payment from her alcoholic patrons, but being unemployed they cannot pay
back their drinking debts. Therefore, Heidi cannot fulfill her loan obligations and claims

bankruptcy.

DRINKBOND and ALKIBOND drop in price by 90 %. PUKEBOND performs better, stabilizing
in price after dropping by 80 %. The decreased bond asset value destroys the banks liquidity
and prevents it from issuing new loans.

The suppliers of Heidi's bar, having granted her generous payment extensions and having
invested in the securities are faced with writing off her debt and losing over 80% on her
bonds.

Her wine supplier claims bankruptcy, her beer supplier is taken over by a competitor, who
immediately closes the local plant and lays off 50 workers.

The Government, following dramatic round-the-clock negotiations by leaders from both

political parties, saves the bank and brokerage houses. The funds required for this bailout are
obtained by a tax levied on employed middle-class non-drinkers.

Finally an explanation | understand.

Roger L



A Cautionary Tale :-

With the onset of good weather and the need to top up the need for MG motoring it was
decided to take the MG out for a drive and blow the cobwebs away. Once the engine was up
to its normal working temperature it sounded so smooth and was pulling so well and the sun
was shining.............. could life get much better than this ?

As the petrol gauge was on the quarter mark it was time to get some petrol from the Shell
garage and refuel at the V Power pump. Having put fuel in the tank the nice man at the desk
is paid and a receipt given.

A short way down the road the engine starts misfiring with lots of blue smoke from the
exhaust. The car will only go at 25 mph with the help of the choke to get home. The sun is no
longer shining and life is suddenly disappointing. On checking the receipt, it states the price
paid for diesel. A phone call to the nice main at the garage confirms that particular pump is for
V Power diesel. He was sorry and stated that other people had made the same mistake.

A phone call comes to me for advice on what to do.....and would | help. | say yes.

The car involved is an MGC. The batteries will not take all the cranking over, so jump leads
had to be used. The tops of the carburettors are taken off, cleaned and blown through. The
plugs have to be cleaned. After much cranking of the engine and yet more cleaning of oiled
up plugs the MGC is trying to start. More cleaning of the plugs takes place and at last the car
is going but with clouds of blue exhaust. After a long run over Woodbury Common this MGC
is going as good as it was and the sun is shining again.

Note

Next time you put V Power in your petrol tank make sure it is the correct fuel for your car AND
remember to wear your spectacles !

Happy Motoring !

In closing, in case you haven't heard it from Timmy H.

Tired of constantly being broke & stuck in an unhappy marriage, a young husband decided to
solve both problems by taking out a large insurance policy on his wife with himself as the
beneficiary, and then arranging to have her killed.

A 'friend of a friend' put him in touch with a nefarious dark-side underworld figure who went by
the name of 'Artie." Artie then explained to the husband that his going price for snuffing out a
spouse was £5,000. The husband said he was willing to pay that amount, but that he wouldn't
have any cash on hand until he could collect his wife's insurance money. Artie insisted on
being paid at least something up front, so the man opened his wallet, displaying the single
one pound coin that rested inside. Artie sighed, rolled his eyes, & reluctantly agreed to accept
the pound as down payment for the dirty deed.

A few days later, Artie followed the man's wife to the local Tescos store. There, he surprised
her in the grocery department & proceeded to strangle her with his gloved hands & as the
poor unsuspecting woman drew her last breath & slumped to the floor........ The manager of
the grocery department stumbled unexpectedly onto the murder scene. Unwilling to leave any
living witnesses behind, old Artie had no choice but to strangle the grocery manager as well.

However, unknown to Artie, the entire proceedings were captured by the hidden security
cameras & observed by the store's security guard, who immediately called the police. Artie
was caught & arrested before he could even leave the store.Under intense questioning at the
police station, Artie revealed the whole sordid plan, including his unusual financial
arrangements with the hapless husband who was also quickly arrested.

The next day in the newspaper, the headline declared ....
"ARTIE CHOKES 2 for £1.00 AT TESCOS !'!



May 10" — Brian and Dee’s run, meet at Moto 1030
with visitors from Shropshire MGOC
July- Barbara & Paul’s run
16" August- Derrick & Hazel’s run meet at Moto1030
13™ September- Neil & Trish’s run
October- Bob & Lorraine’s run
November- Nick’s run

Smeatharpe Airfield Classic Car and Air show - 6/7" June
New Forest Run- 7" June
Mountains & Valley Run- 7" June
Cotswold Caper- 14™ June
Moor 2 Sea Rally 27/28" June
Powderham classic car show- 11" — 12" July
Mount Edgcumbe Classic and American Car show —2" August

Sherbourne- classics at the castle- 19" July

Branscombe — Sat 25" July
Brunel Rally- 4"/ 5™ & 6™ September

Castle Combe Racing circuit

Monday, May 25, 2009 British Sportscar Raceday

Saturday, June 13, 2009/Sunday, June 14, 2009i€@amival races — probably the
best one, but need details to appear on websiie sure

Saturday, July 18, 2009/Sunday, July 19, 2009 Dufdceat & British Motorsport
Festival - Racing

Saturday 6th June 2009 Castle Combe Classic, Retamd Sportscar Action Day.
A classic car track day
http://www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk/home.asp

Wiscombe Hill Hill climbs http://www.g.pickett.btinternet.co.uk/index.htm

May 10" 2009 Vintage Sports Car Club

Sept 12" 2009 The M.G. Car Club (South West)

Beautiful setting, can get up close to all the cars in the paddock and on track.

More info will be added as we get it so watch this space or check the website
diary for more information.

tH# $ % &'

Provisionally booked:-

Teignmouth Golf Club for Saturday 12™ Dec 1900 for 1930 sit-down.



