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Dates For Your Diary 2007. 
Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday  at the Ley Arms Kenn 

 Jul 10th / Aug 14th / Sept 11th / Oct 9
th
/ Nov 13

th
 / Dec 11

th
 

 

Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 233848 or email:  

rogernpat@mgdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details of any of the below.  

Exeter MGOC club events in italics 

Sun. 17
th

 June. 

Classic Car Day at Castle Drogo. Free entry by booking form. Contact David Bailey on 

01647 434130. 

Sun. 24
th

 June. 

Midsummer Treasure Hunt organised by Sharon & Helen. Meet at Moto Services 10.30am. 

 Friday 29th June to Sunday 1st July. 

River Exe Weekend including the Devon Classic Run. For details 

contact Tim & Heidi Hallam on 01803 326294. 

 Sat 7th & Sun 8th July. 

Powderham Classic Car Show. Volunteers wanted to help set up stand on 

Friday please. 

Tues. 10
th

 July.  

Club night, Ley Arms, Kenn 8pm. 

 Sat. 14th July. 
Summer BBQ at Richard & Alison’s. Join Richard & Alison at their home at Park 

Lane, Pinhoe (next to Animal World) for a get together & BBQ. Time TBA. 

 Sun. 22nd July.  
Mike & Paul’s Run. Meet Moto at 10.30am. 

 Sat. 28th July.  

Mid Devon Town & Country Show, Hartnoll Farm, Post Hill, Tiverton. Entry 

forms with us or from Mrs G Frost, Longacre, Halberton Rd, Willand. Tel: 

01884 820641. 

 Sun. 29
th

 July. 

Branscombe Air & Classic Car Show. For booking for club stand contact Roger 

& Pat at club night or phone 01395 233848. £9 per car. Individual entries tel: R 

Cox on 01297 680392 before 8pm please. 

 



Sun. 12
th

 August. 

Canonteign Falls, static display, club stand. Free entry for members in an MG. 

Refreshments available, dogs welcome on leads. Please let us know if you are 

attending this event so we can allocate space. 

Tues. 14
th

 August. 

Club night at Ley Arms, Kenn, 8pm. 

Sept. 

Roger Luscombe’s Country Run & lunch. TBA. 

September 22
nd

 to October 6
th

.  

Exeter MGOC Ireland. 

October. 

Brian & Jan’s Jaunt. TBA. 

November. 

Tim & Heidi’s Mystery Tour. TBA. 

Sat. 22
nd

 December. 

Christmas Dinner at the Cockhaven Manor , 7.30pm for 8pm. 
 

************************************************************************************************* 
Please could all members give some thought to a small donation for the Tombolla running 

during the club’s River Exe Weekend. 

 

Many thanks in advance TIM. 

*************************************************************************** 

Club Night Raffles. 

The club is in desperate need of donations for raffle prizes on each club night,  the past 

success of our raffles has been a considerable help in warding off potential membership fees 

please can you help both in the donations for prizes and supporting the raffle. 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

FOR SALE. 

Set of 4 original wheels, tyres & chrome rims. Good condition. Tyres as new 

(very little use) 

Available after 14th May, off MGB GT.   £200.   Contact Geoff Stevens. Phone 

01363 775793. 
 

FOR SALE 

I have decided to put my 1971 Tartan Red roadster up for sale, most of you will 

know the car, it is fully restored and immaculate. It has too many new and 

replacement parts to list and as is usual with the MG bug I have spent far in 

excess of what it is worth.  

The MGOC valuation is £8500.00 and I am asking £6950.00. 

My home phone number 01626 366999 and mobile 07710 707101.  

Kind regards to everyone at the club.  John Keites. 



SECRETARIES SLOT. 
 

Hi All, 

Strange things are happening, we seem to spend more time in front of this computer screen 

doing club things than driving our MG, or even playing with it! Something wrong 

somewhere, we think! Modern technology creeping in where it’s not wanted? 

Anyway, must get on, otherwise we’ll be here all night! 

Did you like your new venue & our first meeting at the Ley Arms & the buffet with the 

compliments of your club? Pity about the drizzly evening, but a BIG thankyou to everybody 

who came, especially those that came in an MG! We think we gave the Ley Arms enough 

business to get the function room FOC. Unfortunately the drizzly evening, the small number 

of MG’s in the car park, & the large number of Euroboxes did not allow us to present the 

Shiny Car Cup that we had planned. Maybe next time. (all those who came in an MG should 

have had a trophy!) 

What have we been doing, then? 6
th

 May, we had the club stand at the Salston Manor Hotel, 

Ottery St. Mary, for their classic car day & memorabilia auction. Unfortunately, only 3 

members turned up in the morning to display their MG’s with 2 more arriving after lunch. 

Amongst the 200 vehicles on display, there were some very interesting exhibits & some 

desirable items in the auction, with a bar & lunch facilities on hand & the sun shining it was a 

pleasant day. Pity about the lack of support, this is one we shall have to consider taking off of 

our event calendar. 

Tim & Georgie’s run on the 20
th

 May was a run with a difference, we hear & there will be a 

report on this elsewhere in this newsletter. Apologies to Tim & Georgie for not attending 

ourselves, but we had a really important event to attend at Wembley, but unfortunately, we 

B……Y LOST!!!!! 

We’ve had a contact from Canonteign Falls who would like us to put on a display of MG’s. 

We have inspected the site & have chosen an elevated position overlooking the lake, with the 

restaurant, bar, gift shop & toilets all within spitting distance. Dogs are welcome on leads & 

children (on leads). There is free entry to the park & possibly complimentary refreshments 

(the things we negotiate for you1) So DON’T miss this one! 12
th

 August. Details in Dates for 

your Diary. This will replace the Summer BBQ on Dartmoor as it probably would have rained 

anyway! This will be our 3
rd

 club stand of the year, i.e. Powderham, Branscombe & 

Canonteign. That’s enough for us to organise. If any member wants to erect the club stand at 

any other event, contact Neil or Trish in order to borrow the equipment. 

That’s all for now. Enjoy your MG. 

Roger & Pat. 

PS. Sorry, but a prior booking of the function room some time ago means that we will have to 

“slum” it in the bar or the beer garden this month. Is the sun shining?  

 

***************************************************************** 

HELP! 

Peter Groves needs to get his MG’s clutch replaced,  he’s on a bit of a tight budget as the 

recent MOT took a fair chunk out of it. 

If any of you can come up with a recommendation please contact peter on: 

petersharon@blueyonder.co.uk  tel: 0791 9022081 

 

 

 



 

 

Tim and Georgies Drive with a Difference! 

 

After meeting at Moto on a lovely morning, we set off clutching maps and 
photos of 8 different Memorial Crosses which we had to locate and 
identify in 7 locations. 
How we made our way to them was up to us and it made for a leisurely 
drive through our lovely Devon landscape. We meandered from 
Woodbury to Westhill, Patterson 
Cross, Awliscombe, Broadhembury, Cullompton and Hemyock, before 
making our way to an excellent lunch at the Globe Inn, Sampford 
Peverell. 
As we had set off with 8 photos obviously one was spare and was duly 
returned to Tim, who set us all a question for the Liquid Prize! 
Paul and Barbara were the winners.  The question related to the price of 
an new MG back in the dark ages! as it was a motoring question that’s 
as much as I remember! 
I was a little puzzled as we left the Globe, I was sure Tim and Georgie 
left in a lovely red Aston Martin, not what Tim was in at Moto.! 
A few of us enjoyed a stroll along the Tiverton Canal as it was such a 
sunny afternoon, to walk off a little of our lunch! 
Thanks to Georgie and Tim for our Drive with a Difference and I don’t 
think any of us got cross! 
 
Judith Truscott. 
 
 

******************************************************** 

 

 

MG Midget for sale 
A desirable rubber bumper midget has been offered for sale with many spare 

parts. This little gem appeared on Roger’s April the 1st - 40th birthday run, but 

this is no fool’s day joke!     We as a club on a lovely day out courtesy of the ever 

effervescent Mr Luscombe were approached by an enthusiast drawn to the dulcet 

tones of the weary, yet “loving it” MG engines as we all arrived at Dunscombe for 

what was a fantastic and much deserved carvery. Still without digressing from 

the point if you are looking, or know another beating heart pumping for a bargain 

of this type then please call Dave Weare on 01404 891152 as he is asking a mere 

£1800 for this golden nugget. 
 

 

 

 

 



Club Officers 
Area Secretary  Roger & Pat Mayo  01395 233848 

Treasurer  Trish Room-Doubleday  01626 834824 

Committee Chairman Keith Saunders   01626 775832 

Membership Secretary Mike Burston   01404 43509 

Social Secretary  Barbara Wooster  01395 514446 

Quartermaster  Neil  Room-Doubleday  01626 834824 

Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster   01395 514446 

River Exe Rally  Tim Hallam   01803 326294 

                                           ======================== 

Editor   Ian Craig            01297 33225   fax 33332 

 email iancraig@ingmar.co.uk 

 

CLUB REGALIA 

Item Description                    Size          Price  
539M Polo sweatshirt short     XS-XL         £16.25 

  sleeve with collar    XXL-6XL              £17.50 
WH6 Polo Sweatshirt long      S-XL                     £19.75 

   sleeve with collar             XXL                      £21.00 
WH9 V neck sweatshirt            S-XL                       £18.75 

  long sleeves                       XXL         £19.75  
762M Raglan sweatshirt long    XS-X                    £16.25 

  sleeves crew neck         XXL-4XL           £17.50 
SS50 Outdoor fleece jacket 

  Full zip 100% polyester   All sizes         £21.00 
Colours  -  Black,  Forest Green,  Royal Blue &  Red 
NEW  Exeter lapel button                   £  3.00 
BB45 Knitted hat 100% Acrylic  One size           £   5.75 
NEW  Baseball caps assorted colours                     £  7.50 
Members are asked to pay cash or cheque with order, cheques payable to Exeter 
MGOC. 
Note: there maybe a small suppliers carriage charge          
All orders to regalia secretary Paul Wooster 

             Prices reduced by £1 per item for new members 1st order      
             Goods are usually available for club night the following month   

 

Stop Press -   FOR SALE    MGTF 1600c.c.Reg 2004 Black 

19,000 miles  E/windows, leather seats, CD player, Aircon 

Black Factory Tonneau top with heated rear window    Reluctant sale £8,750 

  

Please phone 01803 690806 if interested   Regards Sharon     
 

 
Magnetic Plaques – Highly sort after  - Just a few left - measures 9¨ ×  6¨ approx   

£6.50 each,  can be drilled if preferred.  See a committee member. 



 CLASSIC VEHICLES AT DILSTON CASTLE 

Sunday 1st July 2007 

Supported by Sports Car Supplies, Swalwell - 0191 496 0522  www.sportscarsupplies.com 

 

MG Northumbria is staging its third Classic Vehicle Show in the grounds of 

Dilston Castle.  This very attractive venue, surrounded by picturesque 

countryside, is approximately one mile west of the historic town of Corbridge, 

just off the A695.  

The show is open to all makes of vintage, veteran and classic vehicles classified 

as follows:  

Cars: Pre-war, 1940s and 50s, 1960s, 1970s, 1980s; Historic Commercial 

Vehicles;  

Classic Motorcycles; Other Interesting Vehicles. 

Trophies will be awarded for Best in Class and Best in Show – please tick the 

box on the entry form if you wish your vehicle to be judged.   

Club Stands can be catered for by arrangement with MG Northumbria. 

The show will open to entrants at 9.30 am and to the public from 11 am.  It will 

close with the presentation of awards at 4pm.  

Other attractions will include a dog obedience display and musical 

performances in front of Dilston Hall, various stalls and refreshments. 

To enter please return the slip below as soon as possible to: 

Ken Wood, 23 Marquis Avenue, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE5 1YF 

All proceeds are donated to Mencap Dilston College for the direct benefit of the 

students.  We will be able to increase this donation by about £100 if everyone 

includes a SAE for the return of their Entry Pass.  

Entries will not be acknowledged but Entry Passes will be sent out about a week 

before the show.  Closing date for entries is 18th June 2007.  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Name 

_______________________________________________________________

Address 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  

Postcode _________________ Telephone No. _________________________ 

 

Vehicle Make and Model ____________________ Reg No ______________ 

Year____________ 

 

Tick if you want your vehicle judged. 

 

Return with SAE to Ken Wood, 23 Marquis Ave, Newcastle upon Tyne NE5 1YF 

Northumbria 

 

Were you here last year? 

The Coast Video Club has produced an excellent 25-minute DVD of last year’s show 

featuring many of the vehicles and interviews with some of the owners.  A small number 

of DVDs will be available on the day at £5 each, with £2 from each one sold donated to 

Mencap, or they may be pre-ordered – enclose a cheque with your entry form for £5.50 

(inc P&P) payable to MG Northumbria. 

� 



MG Rover's new Chinese owners have opened a new car production line at its 

Longbridge factory in Birmingham.  

Three new MG TF sportscars were paraded about the site at a ceremony marking the 

official reopening by new owner Nanjing Automobile Corporation (NAC).  

At the event, NAC added it had already invested £250m in MG, both in the UK and China, 
and pledged to invest more.  

"We feel confident and resolute in restoring MG's former fame," said NAC chief executive 
Yu Jian Wei.  

"MG has a glorious past and we are the inheritors of the brand. We are all striving to 

push forward our internationalisation strategy and accelerate innovation."  

About 6,000 people lost their jobs when MG Rover went bust in 2005.  

Future plans  

NAC is now making cars in China, with production lines shipped out from the Longbridge 

site.  

The firm plans to produce the MG TF sportscar at the Longbridge site.  

At present, it employs 130 people of whom about 90% are local staff, according to 

Nanjing. If sales go well and costs stay manageable, Nanjing said, that could increase to 
about 250 by the end of the year.  

But the vehicles unveiled at the opening were merely assembled at Longbridge - they did 
not pass through the full production services.  

Full-scale production is not set to begin until later in 2007 and NAC refused to be drawn 

on how many cars would be produced in its first year.  

Some critics have doubts about how viable full-scale production will be.  

However, NAC's chief vowed that the Longbridge plant would have an "irreplaceable role 
in the MG project".  

The ceremony on 29th May was attended by a number of prominent Chinese 
businessmen, as well as representatives of MG enthusiasts' clubs.  

No British government minister was present, but Solicitor General Mike O'Brien has 
handed over a letter of support from Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott.  

Brand shift  

In the last years of MG Rover, the Longbridge factory was the last British-owned mass 
car producer.  

It was a major part of the local economy, underpinning some 18,000 jobs in the area and 

helping support companies such as parts suppliers, and the cafes that fed the local 
workers.  

However, MG Rover ran into trouble as demand for its cars waned and competition from 
foreign rivals increased.  



NAC bought MG Rover in 2005, and said it planned to 

produce the cars in China to meet rising demand as the 
country's economy expanded.  

Much of the machinery in Longbridge was shipped off in 

400 containers to a factory in Pukou, 200 miles from 

Shanghai.  

Most of the MG's components, from the gearbox to engine, 

will be manufactured in China.  

Union representatives have welcomed the reopening of the 
Longbridge plant, and said that Nanjing had pledged to create 1,200 new jobs.  

Mike Whitby, leader of Birmingham City Council, said the reopening of Longbridge was a 
"day of celebration and optimism".  

 

 

Nanjing will increase the 

Longbridge workforce, if all 

goes well 

NANJING AUTO  

Founded in Jiangsu in 1947 

China's oldest carmaker 
Makes cars, trucks, buses 
Has 16,000 employees 

Previous Fiat partnership 


