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Newsletter availableeatetermgoc.co.ukhe week-end before the monthly meeting.



-

Secretary’s slot:- | Lunch at Totnes

Hi everybody,

At last the weather’s brightened & we can get autur MG’s. A really good turnout
for May’s club night, plenty of MG’s & 1 Nortonhithe car park. 46 members
enjoyed the evening & thanks to everybody who bhougffle prizes to help with
funds. Also, thanks to Tim for the F1 quiz. On slubject of raffle prizes, if you have
anything laying about, or would like to donate, ave collecting raffle prizes for our
big event at the end of the month. All contribusamould be most welcome.

So, what did we do last month?

18" May, & we were out with Tim & Heidi for their rumWe left Moto & drove down
to Teignmouth, over Haldon Hill & through the gotfurse, oops, we mean past it.
Then we crossed Shaldon bridge & drove throughm#reow streets of the village, on
to Labrador Bay where we all stopped for ice cr&anoffee, compliments of Exeter
MGOC. Thanks very much. Then on to Torquay viadbast, past Paignton seafront
& on to Totnes, where we lunched at Rav’s in thenmstreet. 22 of us enjoyed a good
lunch. It was nice to see some sun at last & gehthods down! Thanks to Tim &
Heidi for organising things.

You will be glad to know that we have finally reachagreement over where to hold
this year’s Christmas Party/Disco. It's at the Teigputh Golf Club on Saturday 13
December. At the moment we think it is about £22g@¥son to include disco, but
more details later.

Don't forget to let us know if you are joining iméhe many away runs that other
clubs are organising so we can put other membemigh with you if you want to go
in convoy.

Don't forget Powderham show & Branscombe, our 2malisplays of the year are in
July. We will be erecting our full stand for bdtlese events & it would help, if you
are displaying your MG, if you could get there ga&lhelp put up the stand. We hope
the weather is better than last year, Branscomisecaacelled due to flooding! If you
want to join us at Canonteign Falls dfi Bugust, you will need a ticket from us at £3
pp to include entry, morning coffee, buffet lunchiéa in the afternoon, because we
need to know numbers for coffee & lunch.

Don't forget to order your new club polo shirtstie club colour of green from Paul,
so we will all look smart for our displays this ye®e want to win the prize for the
best stand for the®time at Branscombe this year!

Drive safely,
Roger & Pat



NOTICE BOARD

Moor ‘N’ Moor Run Sunday 29 ™ June 2008

URGENT REQUEST AGAIN (nothing received as yet !):-

Please can members bring in Raffle Prizes for the M oor ‘N’ Moor on club
nights. Any unwanted Christmas or Birthday presents etc. Unwanted
bottles of alcohol ( unlikely I know!!!) Have a de clutter - search your
cupboards.

All donations gratefully received

DEVON COUNTY BADGES

| have managed to source some badges for those interested to sew on your
Club Shirts. The cost is £3.25p per badge. If you are interested please let me
know.

Trish Room-Doubleday

CAR FOR SALE
| have an MGB for sale due to the need to help finance a project in France

The vehicle was totally restored and taken to shows, but due to a problem
with the laquer peeling it is falling into dis-repair.

| have photographic evidence of rebuild | wonder if any of the club members
locally might be interested or a new member looking for a easy project

Anybody interested can contact me on mikestuart52@btopenworld.com or
phone Exmouth 01395 270368 or mobile 07952300441

Mike Stuart



NOTICE BOARD (cont..)

New Member’'s

A warm welcome to Brian Holland and Mike Ballamy.

Holiday in Brittany .

| have a lovely cottage in a quiet hamlet in cdnB@attany. It is situated about 50

miles from Roscoff . It is not isolated and my Feemeighbours are nearby. Travel

by Brittany Ferries from Plymouth to Roscoff. Tlaege town of Carhaix is about 6

miles away and there are good pubs and villagestithin a couple of miles.

Full details on request.  Availability: May onela.

Price: From 200 euros per week (MG owners) dependmgeason but |
could also consider short breaks.

Roger Luscombe — 01392 460985 or rogerlus@tisoalikc



Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday at the Ley ArnasiiKat 8 pm

Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 2338 or email:
rogernpat@mgdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details ofray of the below.

June:-

Tues 10th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Nagj@m.

Sun 15th. Fathers Day at Castle Drogo classic aartdouse and gardens free +hot
drinks and 20% discount in shop on day. Displayryau down the impressive drive.
Booking form with Roger and Pat.

Sat 28th. Evening dinner at the Dolphin, Bovey €a®730 for 8pm. £12.50 pp.

Sun 29th. Moor ‘N’ Moor Devon classic run. NOW FUY.IBOOKED.

July:-
Sat/Sun 5/8 Powderham Castle. (details at club night).

Tues 8th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Na8em.
Sun 27 Branscombe Air and Car show.

August:-

Sun 3 Canonteign Falls. (details at club night).

Tues 12th. Club night at Ley Arms. Noggin and Nagj@m.

Sun 16' Athelhampton House, Bournemouth & Poole MGOC.
Further details from Nigel Hedges on 01202 555322y only)

September:-
Fri, Sat, Sun'8,6™ and 7 Bristol MGOC Brunel week-end.



Exeter Area Club Cars .

Hi Brian,

Was just browsing through the Exeter owners cltdand saw your appeal for
pictures!

Here’'s my 1999 MGF VVC in Nightfire red. | tradedmy old Pug 306 diesel almost
on the spur of the moment about two years agonas llooking for something a little
different and saw it on a forecourt!

This picture was taken on one of last year’s rarnyg days when | just pointed the
front towards Mid Devon and turned up any old rdzat looked interesting. The joys
of open-top motoring!

I'd always liked MGs since as a small child my Undbhn had a few, including a
1100 (which leaked more than any soft-top) and & B@ich went like a bomb —
very loudly. But | never thought I'd actually own 81G myself.

Since buying her I've spent hundreds, includingdhkgatory head gasket (I think a
cooling fan fuse blew just before | got stuck ijaim on the Sidmouth road. | slowly
negotiated the M5 services roundabout as a graatgbf coolant burst out from
behind my head.) But the service history for a +year-old car is excellent (she’s
done about 96,000).

I've also had loads of little dents knocked outthe Plastic Surgeon on Marsh Barton
(but new ones always seem to appear), had a hisbfreated, fitted new carpets,
headlamps, speakers, battery, a couple of littlerak bits , a new seat belt and more,



but | do want to keep her reasonably original. djoite pleased that she’s now
generally pretty rattle-free. The last job wasit@fnew heater fan resistor pack (when
| ended up upside-down half-in, half-out of the)aghich | now learn is quite a
common MG-Rover issue. While down there | realifete was actually a lamp
inside the glove box. I'd never noticed beforetdsad never come on. A new bulb
and a bit of scraping on the contacts of the swstwbn sorted that.

For me such moments are perhaps the greatest datight owning the MGF —
there’s always something to do, and | find it sbperapy after yet another stressful
week. If only | could convince myself that | reaflp like polishing.

Our next adventure together should be a trip tdahely highways and byways of
northern France this summer. I've driven plentytloa continent, but never in a
convertible.

Sadly | tend to work odd (long) hours, but hopgtn you all on a club night one
month soon ('m an MGOC member).

Andrew Howard

Exeter

Andrew,

Thank you very much for your contribution to Exééub cars, it's excellent.
NOW PLEASE can | have more pictures and words oh@&t member’s cars.
We just love MG’ s and it would be fantastic to seme cars in the Club slot ?
Brian

Editor

Cars and pollution

Remember but 2 years ago and you had never heard of carbon footprints and gms/kms and
now the government has a raft of whole new tax-gathering opportunities. Quite how doubling
the road tax of an existing vehicle is going to make it pollute less is troubling my intelligence!
Perhaps we should get things into perspective a little? OK it's a good idea to have a green
world but if the whole of the UK stoppped burning anything at all, China would take up that lot
quickly - it is opening one new coal-fired power staion every 18 days!

| recently returned from France on a Flybe Q400 aircraft - the in-cabin guff claimed they had
invested heavily in the latest, greenest planes available - like the Q400. | looked at its green
rating.....for a 78 seater aircraft, its carbon emissions were 787Kgs for take off and landing
and a further 3,315 Kgs to travel 500 kilometres. A total emission of 4,102 Kgs (or 4,102,000
grams) Work your brain a little more and you could travel in 20,510 cars -each emitting
200gms/km- for the same distance.

Let's all change to a least polluting car emitting 120gms/km and we could then use 34,183 of
them instead of the plane. But planes don't pay road fund licence and 20,510 cars do!! "Trust
me, government knows best"........... I'm going mad - somebody please find me a partner
before it's too late............cceuee

Roger L



Where have you been in your MG?

We thought it would be a good idea for an articler this magazine
about “where you have been in your MG.”

We'll start off with a trip we did in our 1967 MGBT in June 2001. The object of this tour was a
circuit of Europe & driving the famous Stelvio Passhe Alps at 2760 meters. We did this trip with
some friends of ours, Fred & Gwen Robinson fromatEsussex in their 1969 MG Roadster.

We went with Eurocamp, who organised everythingu&gr7 stops in 7 countries in 3 weeks staying in
their superior mobile homes! We tried to find solnieg traditional in each country, drink wine in
France, ice cream in Italy, Black Forest gatea@énmany, Swiss roll in Switzerland, chocolates in
Belgium & listen to Radio Luxembourg. For your infeation there's no Swiss roll in Switzerland &
no radio in Luxembourg!!

We crossed the channel at Dieppe & motored to hogttéeu via Monet’s garden, Givernay, worth a
visit if you are passing this way. After a 2 nighdy, we drove down to Annecy in the French Alps, a
really pretty place. The old town is like a smaéinice & the waters are illuminated at night arotirel
chateau. The cafes & restaurants are to be recodedeA meal on the floating restaurant on Lake
Annecy is a great treat. We stopped here for 3 Hafare driving on through the Frejus Tunnel, 7kms
long & b...... y scarey!! We came out the other side iltaly passing Turin & Milan to our next stop in
Toscalano Moderno on the shores of Lake Garda. Wassthe nearest site we could get to the Stelvio
Pass. We stayed here 7 nights & toured the area, taking the train to Venice. In the middle of our
week we planned our trip to the Stelvio. This wae fniles to the top & 150 miles back in 35 year old
MG’s!! We left at 7am & drove the 150 miles intetAlps & got to the top of the Stelvio at midday,
2760 meters high. As this was June, we were widltime snow line, % of the way up & the road was
cut into the snow that was 6ft. deep on each Fiblere are 42 hairpin bends on this stretch, jgsttri

for MG’s! We got to the top, had a coffee at theehé& visited the little gift shop for souvenirs.avly
famous racing drivers have left their signaturesya believe the Stelvio Pass was part of the ald&M
Mille road race some years ago. After lunch, we enthe return trip of another 150 miles all the way
back to base. Fabulous day.

After 7 days here, we moved on again over the Btta®l’s Pass to ouf"site at Lauterbrunnen, in
Switzerland. The Staubbachfall waterfall was oveklog the site, beautiful. We stayed here for 3
night, visiting Grindlewald, the Wetterhorn, thengfrau & took a cable car ride to Mannlichen.

We left Switzerland & took the Stuttgart Autobalerour 3" stop in Herbolzheim in Germany where
we stayed for 3 nights & incorporated a visit tdb€rg. This is where we had our “Swartzwalden
Kirschtorte” Black Forest Gateau to you! We visitld fine restaurant at Tittisee by the lake, daav t
largest cuckoo clock in the world & took in the ietrby the town hall in Staufen

After this short stop, we were off again, crossiwgr the Rhine to our next site at Larochette in
Luxembourg. There was a music festival on herenbutadio! We took in the Vianden chateau,
lunched in Luxembourg City & walked to the old gqeamwhilst we stayed in this lovely country.

Two days, & we were off, driving through Belgiuro,dur last stop back in France at Berny-Riviere,
where we relaxed for 1day, drinking wine, eatingl&eping after our trip.

The final day of our 3week European tour was tatcéte ferry from Dieppe back to England. We had
covered 3260 miles in 3 weeks & visited 7 count&eadriven the fabulous Stelvio Pass. Did we have
any trouble? We had a weeping slave cylinderwatepaired with a repair kit. Fred had troublehwit
the electronic ignition system, which meant chagdma standard distributor by the side of the kiila
motorway! Not to be recommended. 4 people, 2 olddvVidweeks, FABULOUS.

Our next big tour was to the South of France & kad@arlo, to drive the race circuit 2 days befiwee t
Grand Prix. Barriers & banners up, regalia stateat, but that's another story sometime.

Where have you taken your MG ?

Roger & Pat.
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