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TENER CUIDADO DE ARDILLAS

Dear Reader,

Well who'd have thought it, where did that month go, | know it's
been said before but the older one gets the quicker it goes, time
that is, although the same could be said for a lot of things.

It was a monumental month, one which passed too quickly because
it brings the annual Exeter club rally to within a squirrel’s twitch of
this very moment. This also means that you will (if you have not
already) need to sign up for the run on club night (Tuesday the
thingy of June). The general mood has changed a little over the
past month and thanks to those Exeter members who “live to drive”,
numbers have boosted to a point of greatness that with the help of
other members could achieve an accolade worthy of our 30™
birthday and of course our 20" annual rally. | may have badgered a
little to get you all along but in fairness it was for your own good,
because this will probably be the most comprehensive tour of
Devon our fine MG club has ever had the privilege of endorsing and
would you really want to miss this great opportunity. That said, if
you wish to join this marvellous mystery tour then “welcome you
would be Jedi warriors”.

Sunday 11™ saw a sight | will probably not forget until I'm really
very, very old. Heidi and | turned up at the Cary Court Hotel to
escort a group of fabulous holidaying Shropshirians to Moto where
we would all join together with our own club (you gorgeous bunch)
to participate in a run organised by the scrumptious Brian and Dee.
Someone counted 26 cars all united in one common goal — to have
some good fun and that’s exactly what we did. We drove through
our prestigious regional capital, up around that top bit, down to
Moretonhampstead via that crazy top left bit around Cheriton
Bishop, down to Newton Abbot (scenic route) and out to Torbryan
and the rather sexy Church House Inn. Where we had a meal that
goes down in the journal as one of the best, | mean that’'s not a
baguette, it's so big, that's a meal for six and did you not say you
were eating later, | don’t think so. As someone who feels a little out
in the wilderness due to job commitments the whole day really
brought me back to a place | am so happy to call home. The day
went by as swiftly as a rocket propelled swift thing as they do when
you are having that amount of fun in one go, but if life passes me by
too fast because of days like that then let that be the death of me.
Thanks to Brian and Dee for their run, you members for making the
day great and of course the Shropshire group with David and Linda
Sear at the helm for allowing us to take part in their weekend. |
hope we can find a club holiday to travel up their way because |
know they would happily take us out for a day to remember.



As always this would have been enough to cap the fondest of
months but we still had club night in the offing and well done
Barbara for organising some fun and games in the skittles
department. Many of us thought we may have a chance, some of us
knew that we had no chance, the others were winners and they
knew it. Nick Bolton (probably the youngest member, but this
proves nothing!) wowed onlookers with precision bowling
(reminiscent of David Bryant after a few bevies) and took the spoils
as Exeter MGOC World Champion Skittles Skittler with her indoors
Heidi Hallam as best female Skittles Champ, which goes to show
that sometimes you can just be lucky!. Well done to both and roll on
(albeit off the skirting board, bounding through the table legs and re-
bounding off Rogers leg to obtain a strike) the next club night as it
will be here before we know it.

So! Time to sign off and disappear like an MP’s expenses sheet,
which was a band wagon | did not intend to jump on, however is it
not time we let go and allowed them to go back to living their lies
(oops! A typo, | meant lives) and let the past become exactly that,
because it's time to look forward to the next month and ooh! It's
gonna be a big one, one that should not be clouded by local
elections or eventually that trivial general election because we can’t
go on blaming the bankers (oops! Another typo) we just want to
have fun.

PS. don't pay the ferry man, unless he gives you a vat receipt

Tim

Shropshire and Exeter MG Owners — Sunday May 11" 2009



One London Borough is to ban red lights could this happen in Exeter ?

Of all the places to start a revolution, the last on my list would be the London
Borough of Ealing. They will be the first in Britain to do what half the rest of
Europe has been doing for years. They are banning red lights. London’s 6,000
traffic lights are costly, time-wasting, polluting, infuriating, ant-technological
emblem of a dead religion, that of pre-traffic engineering. Its acolytes are
morbid priests, obsessed with street clutter and persecuting (indeed killing)
pedestrians. Ealing is following the ‘shared space’ ideas of the Dutch Hans
Monderman, dubbed everywhere but in Britain the ‘world’s most famous traffic
engineer’.

Monderman'’s trick was to conduct interviews walking backwards through the
uncontrolled traffic at intersections in his village of Oudeshaske. Only at major
intersections did his roundabouts operate a rough and ready discipline.
Hundreds of municipalities across Europe have adopted his methods, and
seen a fall in both accidents and,journey times.

In its crude form, shared space holds that drivers should always be watching
and taking account of other road users, rather than being distracted by and
relying on lights, markings and signs. This spells the end of traffic
management that sought to segregate users who have eye contact with
others (pedestrians and cyclists) from those who do not, that is drivers of all
sorts.

Mix them up, goes the theory, and the evidence indicates that every user
looks out for everyone , indeed adopts a self-preserving courtesy. In the
famous Dutch scheme in the town of Drachten, crashes virtually ceased while
overall traffic speeds across the intersections doubled. The outcome was
entirely benign.

When traffic has to weave its way through competing users, the brain enables
it to negotiate danger responsibly. Pedestrians need not be dragooned behind
railings, forced into detours and kept waiting at kerbsides. They need not to
be ordered to ‘cross’ even when it is actually dangerous to do so. Drivers
need not stand for minutes at red lights belching fumes, while an expanse of
tarmac stands empty and unused ahead of them. They need not navigate a
maze of one-way streets, adding to the pollution, irritation, congestion and
time.

The transformation of streetscape must be emphatic. Drivers entering a
shared-street zone must understand that they are having to surrender all
primacy. There must be no lights at all, no road markings except for parking.
Road use must be policed by that military familiar, ‘the mark-one eyeball.

Interesting ?

Thanks to Brian Trigg from Exmouth for the info.



NOTICE BOARD

VERY URGENT REQUEST :

Please would club members make a donation (eg bottle of wine, chocs, books, something for
the car etc ...) towards the raffle at club night and the Grand Raffle to be held at the
MOOR2SEA run. We very much depend on these prizes to make money to run the club.
Bring donations to club night or contact Neil or Trish on 01626 834824 after 6pm.

Neil and Trish's " Ever decreasing Circle Run" - Sunday 13" September 2009

Meet at Finlake Holiday Park Chudleigh TQ13 OEJ off A38 10.30am for Complimentary Tea
and Coffee at The Retreat Bar and Restaurant. Please can you let us have approx. numbers
for reservation of parking and Carvery Lunch. Telephone 01626 834824.

BRANSCOMBE CLASSIC AIR AND CAR DAY

Hi all, just heard through the grapevine (one of the guys that works for me is in charge of the
traffic plans) that Branscombe Classic Air and Car Day is definitely on this year. Just spoken
to the organiser and it will be on Saturday 25th July . He is in the process of sending out 500
letters to everyone who entered (or tried to enter) in 07 or 08. So keep an eye on your
letterbox and put the date in your diaries - great news that this superb event is back on and
that the "whinging newcomers" in the village have been defeated and that flying (albeit
limited) can go ahead again at this small airfield

Regards, Timmy Hipwell.

For Info: Plating Kit's

A specialist plating kit company that specialise in producing plating kits for the
car/bike restorer or enthusiast. They have Nickel plating kits, Zinc plating Kits,
Replica Chrome plating kits, Cleaning kits and much more. They sell to clubs
all over the country and Europe. They are also able to offer a 10% discount to
any MG owner. For more details contact:-

dan@gaterosplating.co.uk

www.gaterosplating.co.uk

CLUB REGALIA

DEVON GREEN (CLUB COLOUR) POLO SHIRT £10.00
AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT

VARIOUS COLOURS OF POLO SHIRT £15.00
AVAILABLE IN ALL SIZES AND IN MALE OR FEMALE CUT
SHIRTS CAN ALSO HAVE YOUR NAME ADDED FOR A SMALL FEE £ 3.00

ASSORTED BASEBALL CAPS IN VARIOUS COLOURS £7.50
LAPEL BUTTON BADGES £ 3.00
SPARE WINDSCREEN STICKERS £1.00

MANY OTHER ARTICLES AVAILABLE SO FOR DETAILS SEE

PAUL WOOSTER — REGALIA SECRETARY.



July- Barbara & Paul’s run
16" August- Derrick & Hazel’s run meet at Moto1030
13™ September- Neil & Trish’s run
October- Bob & Lorraine’s run
November- Nick’s run

Cotswold Caper- 14™ June
Moor 2 Sea Rally 27/28" June
Powderham classic car show- 11" — 12" July
Mount Edgcumbe Classic and American Car show —2" August
Sherbourne- classics at the castle- 19" July
Branscombe — Sat 25" July
Brunel Rally- 4"/ 5™ & 6™ September

11 # !

Castle Combe Racing circuit

Saturday, June 13, 2009/Sunday, June 14, 2009i€@amival races — probably the
best one, but need details to appear on websiie sure

Saturday, July 18, 2009/Sunday, July 19, 2009 Dufdceat & British Motorsport
Festival - Racing

Saturday 6th June 2009 Castle Combe Classic, Retamd Sportscar Action Day.
A classic car track day
http://www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk/home.asp

Wiscombe Hill Hill climbs http://www.g.pickett.btinternet.co.uk/index.htm

Sept 12" 2009 The M.G. Car Club (South West)

Beautiful setting, can get up close to all the cars in the paddock and on track.

More info will be added as we get it so watch this space or check the website
diary for more information.

$ % & " (0

Provisionally booked:-

Teignmouth Golf Club for Saturday 12" Dec 1900 for 1930 sit-down.



