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Dates For Your Diary 2007. 
Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday  at the Ley Arms Kenn 

 Aug 14th / Sept 11th / Oct 9th/ Nov 13th / Dec 11th 
 

Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 233848 or email:  
rogernpat@mgdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details of any of the below.  
Exeter MGOC club events in italics 
 
Tues. 10th July. Club night, Ley Arms, Kenn 8pm. 
 Sat. 14th July. 
Summer BBQ at Richard & Alison’s. Join Richard & Al ison at their home at 45 Pinn 
Hill  Pinhoe (next to Animal World) for a get together & BBQ. Time TBA. 

 Sun. 22nd July. Mike & Paul’s Run. Meet Moto at 10.30am. 
 Sat. 28th July.  
Mid Devon Town & Country Show, Hartnoll Farm, Post Hill, Tiverton. Entry forms with us 
or from Mrs G Frost, Longacre, Halberton Rd, Willand. Tel: 01884 820641. 
 Sun. 29th July. 
Branscombe Air & Classic Car Show. For booking for club stand contact Roger & Pat at 
club night or phone 01395 233848. £9 per car. Individual entries tel: R Cox on 01297 680392 
before 8pm please. 
Sun. 12th August. 
Canonteign Falls, static display, club stand. Free entry for members in an MG. Refreshments 
available, dogs welcome on leads. Please let us know if you are attending this event so we can 
allocate space. 
Tues. 14th August. Club night at Ley Arms, Kenn, 8pm. 
Sept. 
Roger Luscombe’s Country Run & lunch. TBA. 
September 22nd to October 6th.  Exeter MGOC Ireland. 
October. 
Brian & Jan’s Jaunt. TBA. 
November. 
Tim & Heidi’s Mystery Tour. TBA. 
Sat. 22nd December. 
Christmas Dinner at the Cockhaven Manor , 7.30pm for 8pm. 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Club Night Raffles. 
The club is in desperate need of donations for raffle prizes on each club night,  the past 
success of our raffles has been a considerable help in warding off potential membership fees 
please can you help both in the donations for prizes and supporting the raffle. 



SECRETARIES SLOT. 
 

Hi All.     Well we’ve had a rather miserable June & everything has been rather disappointing event 
wise. Tuesday the 5th was the Chairman’s evening, but unfortunately due to illness of staff with the 
Devon Air Ambulance, they cancelled at the very last minute, which meant emails & phone calls & 
general panic to get the information to everybody. Even then, we went to the meeting place to give 
those who hadn’t got the message the bad news. Still, it was a nice evening, so we had a beer in the 
garden instead. 
The 17th June we went to Castle Drogo Classic Car Meet. Unfortunately, although we had the flag & 
banner to make a stand, only 4 members turned out for what was a really good event. What made it 
even better was free entry to the castle & a free voucher for lunch in the restaurant. And the sun shone 
too!! 
The 24th June & the Midsummer Treasure Hunt. A damp day but nothing too heavy happened while 
we were out. The weather was bright enough for us to get out of the cars while searching for clues. We 
hunted around the Killerton area & finished up at The Beer Engine, Newton St. Cyres for lunch, & 
where the club stood everyone a complimentary drink at the bar. Neil & Trish took the prize for being 
so clever. A big thank you to Sharon & Helen for organising it. 
Unfortunately, again only 4 cars turned up for one of our core events, that was a pity as a lot of work at 
no mean expense goes into organising anything as we both know, because we do it all the time. To 
organise any run takes at least 2 or 3 outings to check the route. Then a suitable pub has to be found to 
accommodate up to sometimes 20 people. Then all this has to be put together & typed up & checked 
again for errors; otherwise you get people going the wrong way! Then it all has to be photocopied at 
least 20 times, because you never know how many are going to turn up. (This club has 80+ members). 
Then, on the day, be it sun, rain, hail or snow, someone will turn up, yes, and they are the organisers. 
They cannot decide whether to turn up or not, they have to be there.  
Support has been very poor also at Salston Classic day where we had a stand, Castle Drogo & the 
Midsummer Treasure Hunt. So next time there is something on & you look out of the window & 
decide whether to take your MG out or not, please give a thought to the organisers of the events, 
standing there waiting for you to arrive. It is very disheartening to organise something for YOU that 
aren’t supported, as these volunteers probably won’t volunteer again! Or, maybe, we are putting on the 
wrong things for you, or maybe too many. Let us have your thoughts. This is YOUR club for you to 
use YOUR MG. Don’t take this the wrong way, it’s just a thought for the day (that rhymes, don’t it?) 
The end of June & we have just had your club’s main event of the year, 60 cars took part in the Devon 
Classic Run. We had a super buffet & disco on the Friday night with music supplied by Radioactive 
with dancing ‘til midnight. The run on Saturday started with bacon baps, coffee & tea, compliments of 
the club. The weather wasn’t very kind for the run, but we didn’t get the storms that were forecast. We 
finished at Christow where 92 had booked the cream tea. Another gastronomic extravaganza with 
cabaret & disco wound up the Saturday.  
Surprisingly on Sunday, the weather brightened & we were able to do the self judging, raffle & 
tombola, guess the balloons in a GT etc, with more tea, coffee & bacon butties supplied throughout the 
day. One disappointment is that only 10 of our own members turned up at any time over the weekend. 
Pat & I are really racking our brains as to why. We have tried in the last 2 months a weekend rally, a 
treasure hunt, static displays & a classic car day. Other than the weekend rally, all the others bore no 
cost, but still we have a lack of interest. Never mind, we might find something that grabs your 
imagination in the future. We would like to take this opportunity on behalf of everybody connected 
with our club, to thank Tim & Heidi & the small organising committee for their outstanding efforts at 
our River Exe Rally this year. 
Your dedication to the task was a credit to you all & we have had emails & phone calls from our 
guests saying how friendly & welcoming everybody was & how much they enjoyed the weekend, 
irrespective of the weather forecast As for the future of our annual rally, we will have to give it some 
thought as to where we go next. 

That’s all for now, see you at the next thing. Roger & Pat 
COTSWOLD CAPER. 10th JUNE 



 
We did this event last year & it was a great event. The Cotswolds is a really beautiful area to 
drive around in an MG. So this year, we thought we would make a short break of it, & we 
drove up on Friday with Mike & Jill. We drove up the motorway as far as Thornbury & 
stopped for lunch at The Fox at Yate. We had booked in at a traditional Cotswolds pub, The 
Golden Ball at Lower Swell, all Cotswold stone & beams, olde worlde, super. 
Saturday we did our own drive to Lower Slaughter where we put our walking boots on & 
walked along the river to Upper Slaughter. It is really beautiful in the Cotswolds & the 
weather was marvellous. 
The Cotswold Caper started at Stroud & we drove the 20-odd miles to be there at 0930 which 
meant we missed breakfast. The bacon roll & tea went down a treat. We saw some old friends 
at the gathering from various other clubs before Sharron Davis (her of swimming fame) 
flagged off the first of 114 cars taking part. The run was 90 miles through the lanes & 
villages, finishing at the Cotswold Farm Park. A really nice event & well done Gloucester 
MGOC. 
We stayed 3 nights at the Golden Ball & we can recommend it. Really nice food, excellent 
breakfast & nice evening meals. A pint in the beer garden goes down well too. Coming back, 
we had lunch at the Boat & Anchor near Bridgewater, the one you can see over the canal 
bridge coming South on the motorway. It’s easy to get to & jolly nice food. 
Thanks to Mike & Jill for their company, we enjoyed the weekend. We must do it again. 
R&P 
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SOUVENIR PICS FROM RIVER EXE 2007. 
 

There are a small number of photographs still available that were taken of each car 
at the commencement of the Devon Classic Run. Photographs of the following cars 
remain available at £2 each. Please contact the chairman if you require a picture. 
The cars are:- ORY88G, GWU939T, YAC675H, KOU280F, WDD722J, YCR8V, 
YYJ195TRR159G, 2600KM, LNK288L, P16OAP and BHY68V. 

Exe Valley Rally 
Devon Classic Run 



 
After the last few years of glorious weather we were blessed with the flip side of Devon 
weather. Rain and mist! 
The run went from Lady Mile campsite and wound its way through the Devon lanes and 
up onto the moor via Bovey Tracey. We did a loop around Tavistock and Princetown 
and then back to The Warren house Inn for a liquid lunch. 
My navigator assured me that we were navigating the correct lanes and Dartmoor roads 
but at times it was hard to tell. Fortunately the pubs did stand out as they were well lit! 
The cream tea, at Christow, was good even for those who arrived a little early due to the 
fact that there were very few cars on the road because of the weather. 
Well done to the ladies who prepared these. 
The route then returned us to lady Mile campsite via the scenic villages of the Haldon 
Hills for a well deserved snooze. (maybe for some to recover from the night before?) 
Thank you to Roger & Pat for a great run and my navigator Neil who kept us on the 
straight and narrow. Shame about the weather!!! 
Nic Drew 
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DARTMOOR! 

WOT ! No Dartmoor? 
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“Time to reflect” 

 
The rain clouds bore down on us like a schoolyard bully, punching and kicking as though it 

cared not for our feelings or for the hard work we had invested in trying to make the weekend 
a success, but only in crushing our enthusiasm until we cried the tears of defeat. We should 
have crumbled and fallen by the wayside, lying still like a frightened animal playing dead to 

fool its foe, but we didn’t, instead we chose to soldier on and tweak the moustache sat smugly 
on the face of adversity, why, nobody really knows, but it seemed like a good idea at the time. 
Everything that could go wrong started to, all those shaky bits that were about to fall off very 
nearly did, but when the shirt hits the fan there does seem to be a button lodged deep in the 
mind of the stubborn psyche that instantly shorts and sends a shock to the brain that in turn 
triggers a reaction of the subconscious which makes you run around like a lunatic, until the 

problem is resolved and calm restored, well, for a minute anyway. 
So to cut a short story long, with the help of the determined committee, the staff at the Lady’s 
Mile Holiday Park and a great bunch of people from all around the world (this sentence being 

quantified by the fact that not only were there people from England and Wales but also a 
great DJ from South Africa) somehow we managed to have what can only be described as a 

“blimmin good time”. I feel a loss since they all went home like someone shot my dog or dug 
out my insides with a pair of chopsticks taking away something soul binding, but I know that 

we will meet again some sunny day. 
Without appearing too nebulous, those of you who managed to fight their way through the 

bleak and somewhat damp weather to sample the delights of this year’s rally are fully aware 
of camaraderie that pulled together and saved the day, but for those who could not make an 
appearance you can come and see me after this months meeting and I will endeavour to give 
you some idea of how beautifully we all bonded with the formidable guidance of Ron and 

Torbay Hospital Radio to form our own “band of brothers”. 
So, without further ado I must fulfil my duty and thank our rally committee, this part being a 
privilege and tummy tickling honour because I feel proud to have worked with them and not 

named in any particular order other than possibly combined height they are – 
Keith and Wendy, Brian and Dee, Neil and Trish, Roger and Pat, Tony and Gloria, Paul and 

Barbara, Mike and Gill and of course our resident thespian Ian who not only produced a 
perfect program but also managed to captivate his audience with a duff microphone 

(something we may convince him to repeat on a club night – although he may possibly edit 
this out!!). Whilst on the thanking trail I feel a warm need to mention the Exonians that may 
have only been passing but felt the urge to lighten the load on our illustrious committee by 
lending a hand and of course the fine, outstanding and well, simply gorgeous people that 

made the trip to Devon in the hope the sun might shine. 
Thank you for reading and to close Heidi and myself would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone for allowing us to find ourselves on this journey of life and if life is a bowl of 
cherries – please eat us last.  
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Memories of River Exe 2007  (more on last page) 

 

 



A Note from the Chairman to the River Exe Committee. 
 
I am writing to you in my capacity as Committee Chairman to express my thanks to 
everyone who worked so hard to ensure that the River Exe 2007 event was such a 
resounding success.  
 
Once again the team worked together, in a dedicated and professional manner, 
despite the inclement weather that could have been such a handicap. However 
looking around the gathering on Saturday night, it was apparent that everyone was 
having a great time with brilliant entertainment (the best yet) and a fantastic disco 
thanks to our good friends from Torbay Hospital.  
 
Of course you made it happen! 
 
Finally, may I thank you all for being so generous with your precious spare time in the 
weeks prior to the event. Both our visitors and our own club members are greatly 
indebted to you. 
 
Keith Saunders. 
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'Several Exeter members entered the 90 mile long Stag Owners Club 
Moor to Moor Run on 3rd June. Starting at Buckfastleigh and crossing 
both Dartmoor and Exmoor before finishing near Wheddon Cross, the 
Run attracted some 100 entries.' 
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Magnetic Plaques – Highly sort after  - Just a few left - measures 9¨ ×  6¨ approx   
£6.50 each,  can be drilled if preferred.  See a committee member.��
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Club Officers 
Area Secretary  Roger & Pat Mayo  01395 233848 
Treasurer  Trish Room-Doubleday  01626 834824 
Committee Chairman Keith Saunders   01626 775832 
Membership Secretary Mike Burston   01404 43509 
Social Secretary  Barbara Wooster  01395 514446 
Quartermaster  Neil  Room-Doubleday  01626 834824 
Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster   01395 514446 
River Exe Rally  Tim Hallam   01803 326294 
                                           ======================== 
Editor   Ian Craig            01297 33225   fax 33332 
 email iancraig@ingmar.co.uk 
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