No.29

Dates For Your Diary 2007.

Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday at the Ley Arm&enn
Sept 11th / Oct 8/ Nov 13" / Dec 11"

Contact: Roger & Pat Mayo on 01395 233848 or email:
rogernpat@magdixie.orangehome.co.uk for details ofray of the below.
Exeter MGOC club events in italics

Sat. 22" Sept to Sat.8 Oct.
Exeter MGOC Ireland (& the Blarney Stone!)

Oct.
October Outing & Lunch TBA (Volunteer wanted)
Tues. §'. Club night at the Ley Arms, 8pm

Nov.
Tim & Heidi’'s Mystery Tour.
Tues 13 Club night & 28 Birthday

Dec.
No club night this month.
Saturday 2%'. Christmas Dinner at the Cockhaven Manor.

Sun. 6" Jan 2008.
New Year's Treasure Hunt. TBA

Tues. 8" Jan
Club night & AGM.



Club Night Raffles.

The club is in desperate need of donations folagifizes on each club night, the past
success of our raffles has been a considerablearmelprding off potential membership fees
please can you help both in the donations for prazed supporting the raffle.

SECRETARIES SLOT.

Hi all.

Well it's been better weather in August although a¢ot.

It's a pity we had such poor weather for our evbat,the good news is we did raise a
substantial sum for our charity, Torbay HospitalRa& Tim & Heidi are taking the cheque
for £500 down to Torbay. So, a big thank you torglvedy who supported us during the
weekend. The elements were not kind to us but yowsl proud.

On the subject of our annual event, we are nowisgekmember /members to head up next
year’s rally, so if you would like to contributerte to this worthy cause, please contact either
ourselves or Keith Saunders our club Chairman. Witlof course get full support from us
all. After 18 annual events, we have raised afl@honey for our good cause, so there is
plenty of experience for you to call on for helpadlvice. There is also a possibility that we
will need a newsletter Editor & web site personhe near future as lan has told us that he
wishes to relinquish this task. We do need 2 vaerd desperately.

WOW! What a terrific day we had at Canonteign Fdllse weather was superb & our hosts
at the Falls did us proud with morning coffee &duigs & a buffet lunch with glass of wine.
Super. Thanks to you all for your support. 22 M@listening in the sunshine overlooking the
lake made a splendid sight & the management opanle were suitably impressed as were the
visiting public. It was such a good turn out thHa tlub decided to make a contribution to
your free lunch & refreshments.

Several of us went to this year’'s Brunel weekenaonph with our friends at Bristol. Their
new venue at Winscombe seems ideal with plentparns & cover available at the college.
The Saturday run covered 90 miles around the Somarea & the walking quiz gave us
some excercise before lunch. We won a trophy adldib& Trish, Brian & Jan, John & Liz

& Val. We would like to thank Bristol MGOC for ace weekend, we know how much work
goes into these things. Breakfasts at Bristol anersmy!!

As you read this, the season will be drawing ttoaec& we shall be looking forward to our
club holiday in Ireland & let’s hope it's a goodewith some sunshine. It will soon be our
club’s 28" birthday party in November (club night)3We might do something special if we
can get some funds out of the Treasurer! Also thdide a run in October but there has
been a hiccup with the arrangements. We need a sramioome forward with an idea for
October’s outing. It's also time to book for thisay’s Christmas Party at the Cockhaven
Manor Hotel, Bishopsteignton on ®December, 7:30 for 8pm so get booking! See Barbara
at club night with your deposit of £5 pp or contaatselves. There will probably be a
booking form in this newsletter. Paul & Barbara anay this week on holiday, so of you
want to book see Trish or ourselves with your dépBsal payment of £18pp will be
required by the end of November.

That'’s all for now, Cheers, Roger & Pat.



CHRISTMAS DINNER.

Cockhaven Manor at Bishopsteignton is now bookeafir Christmas
dinner/disco, which will be on Saturday 22nd Decendd 8.15pm. The cost
this year will be £23pp. Barbara & Paul Woostal require your order forms
returned together with deposits of £5 pp, theirassl in on the front of this
form and will be required by 12th of October, ouyzan hand them in at the
October club night on the 9th with full paymentdayd of November. We have
limited places (42 only) so get your names in éarly
There are 2 meal order forms in this newslettertoriee returned with deposit
and the other to be retained and brought with paie dinner to ensure you get
what you have ordered.

All Cheques should be made payable to EXETER MGOC

Buying Spares for your MG

| have had cause to send items back to MGOC Spares as poor quality and have
taken it up with Roche Bentley. You may wish to see the reply below from Martin
Bentley who runs the spares side. The moral of this story is to be VERY precise
when you place an order and check whether they really have what you want.

Yep!

| empathise with Roger to an extent and understand his point that some, and |
emphasize 'some' owners, but not most, rate 'originality’ very highly when maintaining
their cars, whereas many others rate a blend of quality, cost and competitive pricing
as highly. We have to strike a medium and can't restrict only to sourcing limited
availability of original parts only because we would be out of stock permanently!
Supplies simply do not exist in bulk quantities. | know | prefer to fit original looking
parts to my MG TC for a car of that era, original appearance and having it 'right'
counts for something - | don't quite know what, its difficult to explain, but I put it down
to 'pride of ownership' for me. | would rummage around autojumbles to find an
original part, sometimes second-hand and often at a high price compared to a repro
part and then fit it and hope it still works. | appreciate that as our MGB's become
older 'pride of ownership' becomes increasingly important for owners, but unlike
earlier MG models produced in short runs, the MGB was made in the hundreds of
thousands and they continue to represent inexpensive sports car motoring for
thousands of owners. | note that Roger L rummaged around garage drawers and
‘found' an original new old set of Lucas points in a red packet! The problem is that we
need 10,000 sets of points for bulk stock per year and the now fragmented old Lucas
company operates as LS UK Ltd and they supply the points that we supplied to
Roger L. UK automotive parts manufacture no longer exists in the UK to the scale it
once used to and the multinationals who now own the famous old brand names are
manufacturing parts in countries where car manufacture takes place and they
concentrate on new models and have discontinued the classic parts from their range.

When original is no longer available commercially then reproduction is the only route.
The Midlands, Coventry, Longbridge etcetera is all covered by housing estates today
so where does Roger L suggest we find manufacturing capacity to supply small
supplies of 'original' parts from?

If my old mate Sooty was still around | would borrow his magic wand and fill our
shelves with new original old stock in huge  quantities - nothing would make me



happier, but | can't obtain quantities of new old stock. As we know Sooty has been
remanufactured and is today touch operated by Harry Corbet's son, so Sooty is now
a reproduction glove puppet made from Chinese polyester and holds a plastic magic
wand, not ebony as original. | would probably find his wand does not work or the
spell would go horribly wrong! Seriously though, when we do find some genuine new
old stock we do offer it, usually as a limited availability Hotline Offer and we have a
team of six, including myself working full-time at sourcing supplies of MG parts for
our cars.

| think Roger L and we are singing from the same hymn sheet as we share the same
ideals, although | don't think he fully appreciates the bigger picture. If "MGOC Spares
must live up to the ideals" as he suggests, we would not be providing service for the
majority, but only for a few self proclaimed ‘anoraks'. Roger L's word, not mine!

Martin



Please make your selection and fill in your namiken return this form with £5.00 deposit
per person to: Paul & Barbara Wooster 61 SidforghtBtreet Sidford Sidmouth EX10 9SH
by Oct 12th or bring the form and deposit to théoDer club night Oct 9th



This is a copy of your order form please fill iowy selections and bring this form with you
on the night to ensure you get what you ordered



Neil wins the Mike Meek Trophy It was the bad tomatoes Georgie
At Bristol not the beer!!!!



STOP PRESS

Sunday Run 9th Sept.

Hi there. This is our last big run of the summer so | want a really big turnout please - even if it's
snhowing......meet at MOTO M5 services at 10.00 onwards for a 10.30 start.

My run is just made for MG's and there are no "high hedge lanes" (so | expect to see a Citron V8!)
and through some very beautiful scenery. The run will be in two parts with lunch in the middle at a
good place. There is a small amount of walking involved so ladies please leave the 5" stillettos at
home.Make sure you have a decent amount of petrol on board and | look forward to seeing you on
Sunday. | need 20 cars on parade so please make a special effort to come.

Many thanks

Roger L

Club Officers

Area Secretary Roger & Pat Mayo 01395 233848
Treasurer Trish Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Committee Chairman Keith Saunders 01626 775832
Membership Secretary Mike Burston 01404 43509
Social Secretary Barbara Wooster 01395 514446
Quartermaster Neil Room-Doubleday 01626 834824
Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster 01395 514446
River Exe Rally Tim Hallam 01803 326294
Editor lan Craig 01297 33225 fax 333

email iancraig@ingmar.co.uk
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