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Dates For Your Diary 2007. 

 
Monthly club meetings 2nd Tuesday  at the Ley Arms Kenn 

   Oct 9th/ Nov 13th / Dec 11th   / Jan 8th  
Sun. October 28th. 

Roger & Pat’s last minute run & lunch. 

Meet Moto 10.30 for 11am start. 

November. 
Tues,13th  
Club night at the Ley Arms, 28th Birthday night. 
Cake & things! 
Tim & Heidi’s Mystery Tour. Phone for details. 
Sat. 22nd December. 
Christmas Dinner at the Cockhaven Manor , 7.30pm for 8pm. 
2008. 
Sunday 6th Jan. 
New Year Treasure Hunt TBA. 
Tuesday 8th Jan. 
AGM & club night at Ley Arms,8pm. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Circulation of Newsletter.  

 
As you will be aware the club has recently made the monthly newsletter 

available on the club website. This followed an interim period when the newsletter 
was circulated by Email. The initial teething problems, regarding file size and lack of 
pictures, have now been resolved and exactly half of our members have opted to 
read the newsletter on line and no longer request a hard copy. 

Clearly this has reduced our outgoings by half, but more importantly has halved 
the workload of the editor. However we are still printing, folding, inserting in 
envelopes, addressing envelopes and then posting forty newsletters. Apart from the 
obvious cost implications (we do not charge an annual membership subscription), the 
committee are all volunteers and have family, domestic and work commitments that 
also take their time. 

To this end, in the future the newsletter, as a hardcopy will only be produced for 
those members who specifically request a copy, as we appreciate there will always 
be those who do not have access to a computer, or who, for some other reason 
prefer a hardcopy. The website newsletter has the same content as the hardcopy. 

Therefore as from the November issue hardcopies will only be prepared for 
those members who notify the Chairman (keith.saunders@onetel.net) or on 01626-
775832 by   30 October 2007, that they wish to continue to receive a hardcopy. The 
current newsletter together with back issues may be located at 
www.exetermgoc.co.uk. 

 
 
 

TERRY FROST. 
 

Today Monday 8th October, I was advised of the tragic death 
of Terry Frost, a respected member of the Exeter MG 
Owners’ Club. Terry was sadly killed in a road traffic 
accident which occurred between two lorries near 
Cullompton on Friday 5th October. Terry was the proud 
owner of a prized MGB Roadster which he maintained with 
meticulous attention to detail. 
 
In fact it was Terry’s parents who entertained our club for the 
Chairman’s Evening Outing in June 2005. They were 
excellent hosts and it was pleasing when I later learnt that 
Terry had become a member of our club. 
 
I am sure that the committee and members of our club will 
join me in sending our condolences to Terry’s family. 
 
Keith Saunders (Committee Chairman). 
 



SECRETARIES SLOT. 
 
Hi All,  Well, we’re coming to the end of the season but the real enthusiasts will use their 
MG’s  whatever the weather, won’t we? It’s been mixed weather with March, April & May 
lovely, June & July terrible, & August & September not bad. A gang of us all went up t’North 
to Bristol for the Brunel Weekend. It was nice to see & meet up with our friends from Bristol 
MGOC. This year was a new venue at Barton Camp & a very nice venue it was too, with 
plenty of dormitory rooms for those not wishing to spend the nights under canvas. There was 
also plenty of indoor space if the weather turned bad, so it was ideal for this event & future 
ones. The Friday & Saturday night BBQ’s went down very well, as did the morning 
breakfasts. The Saturday run was again excellent & we enjoyed the walking quiz in the very 
pretty town of Somerton, where our group also enjoyed a good pub lunch. We were also 
successful at the Sunday show where several Exeter members took a trophy. Congratulations 
to Trish & Neil for winning the Mike Meek Trophy for the best GT. We must say a special 
hello to Trevor S who came all the way down from his home in the Shetland Isles (he said it 
was two overcoats warmer down here in the South!) So, well done Bristol MGOC. 
The 9th September & a good turnout for Roger Luscombe’s run to Exmoor. Unfortunately 
illness prevented us from taking part in what we hear was a good day out. We were 
particularly disappointed in missing out on the glass of champagne at the top of Dunkery 
Beacon. So, well done Roger & thanks again for organising the outing for your club 
colleagues. 
As we are writing this in mid September just as we are off with 4 other members for our club 
holiday in Ireland, a report will be in November’s write up. As we write this, we are still 
seeking a member or members to organise next year’s River Exe Rally & we have 2 
volunteers to edit our magazine & manage the website, so thanks to them both. So it will be 
all change for next year. Just a note to say sorry for the cock up with the function room being 
double booked & the squeeze in the snug! There has been a change of management at the Ley 
Arms, but they are aware of the situation now!! Thanks for your patience. 
Don’t forget your last minute booking for our Christmas dinner, see Barbara or ourselves & 
we’ll pass it on. 
That’s all for now, merry motoring, Roger & Pat. 
 

CHRISTMAS DINNER. 
  Cockhaven Manor at Bishopsteignton is now booked for our Christmas 
dinner/disco, which will be on Saturday 22nd December at 8.15pm. The cost 
this year will be £23pp.   Barbara & Paul Wooster  will require your order forms  
returned together with deposits of £5 pp, their address in on the front of this 
form and will be required by 12th of October, or you can hand them in at the        
October club night on the 9th with full payment by end of November. We have 
limited places (42 only) so get your names in early! 
There are 2 meal order forms in this newsletter one to be  returned with deposit 
and the other to be retained and brought with you to the dinner to ensure you get 
what you have  ordered. 
All Cheques should be made payable to EXETER MGOC 
 
Club Night Raffles. 
 
The club is in desperate need of donations for raffle prizes on each club night,  the past 
success of our raffles has been a considerable help in warding off potential membership fees 
please can you help both in the donations for prizes and supporting the raffle. 
 



England's Going to the Dogs - We're leaving for Fra nce 
If you are getting depressed with life in the UK, fed up of going to work and lie in bed discussing 
escape to France... this is for you. Yes, it's true: you could sell your house here, buy a nice house 
there and retire early on the UK house profit.  A little word in your ears if I may.  You would not be 
alone - there are an estimated 20,000 couples who are already there. If you burn your boats here don't 
expect French house prices to keep up with UK ones - they will not and you won't be able to get back 
into the UK housing market at your current level if things go wrong. There is no work in Brittany unless 
you have a trade or are fully bi-lingual - and I mean fully.  
 
And now comes the big rub: when you leave the UK, your E111 will cover a good proportion of your 
health costs for 2 years but, Les Frogs are fed up so, as from next year, you will then have to fully fund 
your individual private health insurance. Pundits estimate this could be £3000 per annum each until 
you are 65 years (man) or 60 (woman) AND if you've used up your 2 years and then return to the UK 
to live, you won't qualify for UK NHS cover either!!  Good eh? 
 
So, if you're still dreaming, here are 3 things to carefully consider. 
(a) keep a house in the UK and enjoy the rental as an income source and you always have something 
to come back to; 
(b) don't go until you are approaching ( or already are) state retirement age - then you can get an 
E121 which will look after you; 
(c) there are precious few places in French municipal rest homes and you won't get a place (Frogs 
first) - the private costs will finish you off 
 
Not put off?  Well go then - I love it there and the empty roads are a pure delight. The food is real food 
and the wine is cheap. If you would like to try my cottage, let me know - 01392 460985 
A Bientot 
Roger L 
 

My name is Bryn Goodwin and my son (Craig) and I have recently launched a web 
site called  

www.carhistory4u.com (which includes MG).  

It contains the most comprehensive history of the car, plus historical and general 
information about environmentally friendly Green Cars, that have ever been 
assembled onto one site.  

What makes the site especially interesting is that the information is presented in a 
unique, easy to read, short and uncluttered style. There are no long-winded 
sentences. It has been designed to have worldwide appeal and to date it has already 
been viewed by people in 20 different countries.  

Carhistory4u.com covers, in date sequence, extensive history of steam cars from the 
17th century, electric cars since the early 19th century and petrol-powered cars since 
the mid 19 th century. Historical information on over 100 car manufacturers, with 48 in 
14 different countries covered in detail (and another 50 under preparation), is 
included.  

The site also covers historical and general information about petrol and its 
production, all types of batteries, tires, engines and many other parts of the car, 
including sparks plugs, windscreen wipers, licence plates, car radios etc.  

The information on "Green Cars", which has never been gathered together in such a 
way before, is especially interesting; covering greenhouse gases and vehicle CO2 
emissions, alternative fuels (biodiesel, ethanol, butanol, methanol, hydrogen), fuel 
cells (the history of, how they work, etc) and ultra-capacitors.  



There is also extensive information on many of the hybrid and electric (battery & fuel 
cell) cars that have ever been produced, along with links to numerous green car web 
sites.  

In addition, there are worldwide links to 82 car museums and 111 car clubs (soon to 
be increased to over 340 in 42 countries), plus various car forums, lists of car 
magazines/books and web site links to 47 car manufacturers.  

It is a living document that will be improved and extended over time as reader's 
comments and ideas are included.  

The site has been professionally designed to be user friendly. Please give it a try – 
and if impressed please tell your members about it. A link from your site, if possible, 
to  

www.carhistory4U.com would be an added bonus.  

 Thank you 

Champagne Sunday.  
 

Roger Luscombe’s M.G.Run on Sunday 9 September 2007 saw  
some twelve crews assemble at Moto, their cars polished in view of the 
forecasted fine weather. A prompt start saw the entrants route via, 
Pinhoe, the Exe Valley through Tiverton to Dulverton and onto Exmoor, 
where some members opted to visit the ancient packhorse river crossing 
at Tarr Steps. Parking for the lunch stop at Exford was at a premium, but 
once parked lunch was enjoyed at the Exmoor White Horse Inn where 
the carvery chef seems to have a detailed knowledge of MG’s, both old 
and new. 

Back in the cars, the route utilised some of the roads familiar to 
those who have, in recent years, participated in the Healey Drivers Club 
‘Exmoor Rut’ runs, with village names that were once familiar to followers 
of the RAC Rallies in the mid-1960’s, when the red and white painted 
works Mini-Coopers ruled supreme on the Exmoor special stages. The 
afternoon exercise session included parking the cars and climbing on 
foot to the top of Dunkery Beacon at 1700ft, where Roger pulled a rabbit 
out of his hat, or more accurately, champagne and glasses from a bag, 
and we toasted the club and its members, a wonderful gesture from 
Roger!  

We returned home via the Black Cat and the Exeter Inn roundabout 
before a welcome tea break at Moto at Junction 27 on the M5. Thank 
you Roger for a quite extraordinary day out. 



                   
      
 
 
 
 
Club Officers 
Area Secretary  Roger & Pat Mayo  01395 233848 
Treasurer  Trish Room-Doubleday  01626 834824 
Committee Chairman Keith Saunders   01626 775832 
Membership Secretary Mike Burston   01404 43509 
Social Secretary  Barbara Wooster  01395 514446 
Quartermaster  Neil  Room-Doubleday  01626 834824 
Regalia & Archives Paul Wooster   01395 514446 
River Exe Rally  Tim Hallam   01803 326294 
                                           ======================== 
Editor   Ian Craig            01297 33225   fax 33332 
 email iancraig@ingmar.co.uk 
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Two of our ‘girls’ pose to prove 
 that we really did reach the summit  
of Dunkery Beacon. 
 

Roger plays host at Dunkery 
Beacon             
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