Our very own Exciting Exeter Excursion

Well, it has finally happened — our Triple X Rally Weekend. There were times when we
thought it was going to be too difficult, when we couldn’t decide on the format or the locations
or who would organise it. We are a very ‘young’ committee experience-wise and this might all
seem old hat to members who have been there, done that many times before BUT it was a
success.

To those members who came along and experienced it you will know what it was like and to
the remainder | will attempt to describe in brief what your club’s big weekend was like, and
what you missed.

Saturday morning saw us at MOTO services setting up the Exeter MGOC stand and taking
over part of the car park. Slowly but surely our MGing guests started to peel off the motorway
and other roads from different parts of the country and joined us to register. When | say
register | mean we met them, greeted them and chin-wagged with them, introduced them to
other participants and generally made them feel welcome, as indeed they all were. 18 cars
came to do Roger and Pat’s run (hats off to Roger and Pat) and as it was an informal day
they could leave us as and when they were ready to. Their drive gave them an introduction to
East Devon via Topsham, Exmouth, Littleham, Budleigh Salterton, Otterton and Sidmouth —
57.6 miles of easy fun driving in mostly open-topped MG sports cars and all in gorgeous
sunshine (thanks Brian!). It doesn’t matter how often you drive these roads, doing it in the
company of other MGs and in good weather is absolutely brilliant.

Most of those that did the Saturday run were with us again at the ISCA centre for our evening
buffet disco. This was an untried venue for everyone and everything went well with nothing
but praise for the atmosphere and the food. It is very spacious and we had total control over
everything — the buffet menu, the seating layout and even the music (many thanks Nik). The
only thing that was totally beyond us was the impromptu cabaret (thanks again, Brian!!). All in
all an excellent place for functions and maybe we should consider using it again in the future.
During the evening the praise for the day’s run was there in abundance, as were the drinks.

Sunday — an early start for the big day, the big run, the big responsibility for everyone’s
enjoyment. Exeter School, the main quadrangle and Tim (Hallam). How can we ever thank
our Timmy enough for giving such a place to our club to use for the start and finish of our
Exciting Exeter Excursion. This is the day that we showed off our club to others to
demonstrate that we are different — we don’'t assemble in fields we meet amidst beautiful old
buildings and to see the quad filled with the roar of over 40 visiting MGs was indeed a sight to
behold. The teas and biscuits were offered in proper china cups (with saucers!) and the
general buzz around the place was one of pleasure and friendship, the sun making everyone
smile, or squint, and the anticipation of a day on the road amid other MG owners (+ 2 Anglias,
a Vitesse and a Lotus). Raffle tickets for 37 prizes were bought, second hand books were
bought and guess the cat’'s name (Bailey) tickets. After much chatting there was a shrill blast
on my whistle (sorry about that) and stylish swirl of the Union flag from our official starter, the
other Tim, and we were away, away, away up the driveway, quick photo from Derrick, then is
it left or right at the top — nobody seemed to mind they were all in such a good mood and
hadn’t read the first instruction.

This big run then — lots and lots of gratitude goes to Keith and Judith. The route took the cars
to Dartmoor via Shaldon and then various small villages to Hay Tor and Widecombe before
pausing at Okehampton with an optional steam train trip to Meldon. The return trip to Exeter
was via Cheriton Bishop. Total driven miles 91.3 miles (plus the train trip) and as the cars
returned, without a breakdown among them, there were stories of ‘fantastic’, ‘awe inspiring’,
‘demanding’, ‘great fun’, ‘truly brilliant’ and then . . . and then there was a Devon Cream Tea.
How much excitement could a great bunch of people take in one day? | won't mention the
football that we showed on a giant screen — think about it, but not for too long.

All too soon it was time for the goodbyes and the thank yous and our guests were on their
way, having experienced what they told us was an amazingly good weekend. Our club, our



chance to show off our club and our area to the rest of the world — it had worked, it was a
success.

YES, everyone who supported this event had a great time. It was hard work but well worth it
just to see so many happy people. If | could quote from just one of the emails | have received
since that weekend — this is from Nigel Knowles, Regional Secretary Home Counties South,
“Many thanks to you and your whole team who had obviously put in a lot of good work to
make us visitors welcome. The weather was a fine support for the event — but | think your
warm hospitality outdid the sunshine!”

We also managed a PR success by having a third of a page write up in the Express & Echo
(including 2 colour pics) and if you go to the thisisexeter.co.uk website and search for MG you
too can read it.

Finally, | would like to double my thanks to all those who helped make this such a success —
all the committee members who helped (including spouses, we are all in this together) and all
other helpers who played their vital parts in catering, fund raising, marshalling and meet and
greeting and finally of course to those members who took part and joined in and experienced
the weekend.

Bob
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Report in the Express and Echo Tuesday June 29 201

Classic car owners share passion at club
rally

Above, MG owners Nigel James, left, and Malcolmt¥da.

LOVERS of an iconic British sports car marque oiged a special weekend to share
their passion.

Owners of MG cars, and other makes, were invitadke part in a rally.

The Exeter MG Owners' Club holds its annual weeldmnges with runs, classic car
shows and weekends away at destinations arourabthréry and in Europe.

The aim is to raise cash for the Devon Air Ambukaad all owners of all makes and
types of classic cars were invited to attend.

Club chairman_Bob Featherstone said: "We had tiame 40 cars and | have had
extremely good reports from everyone who attendiedy came from all over the
country and most of the MGs were on display, mest 80 years old."

See www.exetermgoc.co.uk for more details

The cars head off



